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Introduction

The year of 2023 was yet another year that was full of dramatic as
well as traumatic events for us. The year itself was highlighted with
forced displacement of ethnic Armenians from Nagorno Karabakh
that was followed by a humanitarian crisis, and our own struggle
with resource mobilization for our partners providing humanitarian
assistance, which consequently led to a wide spectrum of negative
emotions and burnouts. Now at the same time, there were many
horrific events that happened, and even currently continue
happening in different parts of the world; namely, Ukraine, Palestine,
Sudan, and many other places. There are restrictive laws that are
imposed on civil society in the neighboring country of Georgia.
However, despite these hardships, we still manage to keep going
and, in some way, continue redefining our collective strength and
solidarity. In the beginning, we wanted to use the word resilience

in the title of our book, but after various long and drawn-out
discussions we decided not to do so, and this because it became
too ubiquitous. More importantly, resilience is often about surviving

and endurance of already vulnerable and marginalized communities.

Communities that used to withstand the pain and suffering while
living in a survival mode for a long period of time. Communities that
never really knew what it means to thrive, relax, and fully enjoy their
own respective existence.

However, despite what word we decide to use, we wanted to create
a publication about feminist strength and solidarity, and present
stories of feminist collective power during emergency times.

VEpwonLpejnLu

2023 pdwlywup dbq Gwdwp nnpEpgquwlwu ne tnnpwyddwunply
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pwlugh wju wpnbu swihwquwug wnoptwlwu E nwpéb): bul np
wybh Yuplenp £ nhdwlwyniunceniup Gwbwhu gnpswayncd
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Solidarity in troubled times may look very different. It's an immediate
response to our call for publication from dozens of great funds and
well-known authors. It's a heartwarming letter from a world renown
feminist author Cynthia Enloe immediately agreeing to republish a
part of her book on the on-going war in Ukraine. It's a call to action
released from the Dalan Fund to mobilize resources for us during
the displacement of the Armenian population. It's also constant
check-ins from Prospera International Women's Funds Network, and
our sister funds from around the world, as well as our care for each
other in our team of Women's Fund Armenia.

We do hope that this collection of stories of feminist solidarity from
various parts of the world will once again reinsure all of us that in
dramatic times where people, communities and nations lose their
equilibrium, there is still hope that comes from collective care,
solidarity, and the willingness to share each other’s pain.

Gohar Shahnazaryan,
Co-Director of Women'’s Fund Armenia
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Feminist-in-the-Know: An Afrifem
Perspective to Resourcing in Crisis

Chandapiwa Olesego Sisila, Partnerships and Philanthropy Officer -
African Women's Development Fund

The Nature of Crisis in the Region

Indeed, we live in times of polycrisis. The volatility in our regions
appears to escalate with each passing day. Whether it's a crisis
brought on by pandemics, civil wars, political instability, or attacks
on marginalised communities, we constantly find ourselves moving
from one crisis to another.

When COVID-19 hit in 2020, the world went into a complete
shutdown. In Africa, COVID-19 came just as we were settling out

of Ebola, which claimed so many lives in Central and West Africa,
whose shadows continue to follow us as that of COVID-19. The
pandemic affected already fragile economies and healthcare
systems. It further highlighted and deepened the social inequalities
that existed in developing economies and fragile contexts. Some
governments used the pandemic as a tool to suppress the rights of
their civilians, imposing restrictions on freedom of expression and
disrupting civic space. The pandemic exposed the vulnerabilities in
Africa’s healthcare systems; it highlighted the need for improvement
in the very systems that were already struggling.

As lockdowns were enforced to mitigate the spread of COVID-19,
another concerning issue emerged: an increase in domestic violence.
With more people working remotely and spending extended periods
at home, violence instigated by partners behind closed doors became
more prevalent. The world watched as, day after day, our loved ones
were lost. The loss of lives due to COVID-19 was devastating on a
global scale, and its impact continues to be felt to this day.
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As the continent was grappling with COVID-19,
conflict across the continent thrived - from civil
war in Ethiopia and political unrest in already
fragile countries such as Burkina Faso, Niger,
Guinea, Mali, Sudan, DRC, Mozambique, Nigeria,
and Somalia. Climate change also became an
increasingly pressing issue - from floods that
harshly impacted Southern Africa and in West
Africa affecting Ghana, Cyclone Freddy, which
displaced numerous individuals in Mozambique,
Zimbabwe, Malawi, Zambia and Madagascar and
Storm Daniel, which wreaked havoc in North
Eastern Libya. At the same time, an earthquake
shook the South Western region of Marrakech,
Morocco.

Moreover, there has been a concerning rise

and push against the rights and freedoms of
LBTQI communities across the continent. The
continent has seen legislative changes in Uganda,
and countries such as Kenya, Burundi, Ghana,
Senegal, and Tanzania are currently considering
anti-homosexuality bills and/or strict regulations
on non-governmental organisations’ operations.
There have also been cross-country discussions
on the Maputo Protocol. Surprisingly, despite
the advancements and successes for women's
rights across the continent, these conversations
are centered on the prospect of dismantling the
protocol.

Most at risk in such times are women, children
and gender-expansive individuals - vulnerable to
gender-based violence, with limited access to
health and reproductive health care, and most
prone to economic insecurity.

Irrespective of this, Women’'s and Feminist Funds
have moved and continue to move resources
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to the heart of where they are needed most -
marginalised communities. This piece assesses
the lessons learned and key takeaways from
resourcing in crises in the region and highlights
the work of women'’s and feminist funds as a case
of how we can resource better during crises.

Key Takeaways from Resourcing in Crisis: How
the African Women's Development Fund Has
Resourced in Crisis

Internally, within the AWDF, there has been an
ongoing discussion on responsive resourcing in
crisis. There are, however, no conclusive decisions
made regarding the structure AWDF will take
when it comes to crisis response. It is important
to note that though AWDF is not an emergency
response fund, there is a need for a strategy and
the right architecture on how we respond to crises
so as to resource and support the movement
partners centered in our work.

One of AWDF's first experiences in crisis response
was during the Ebola Crisis of 2013. AWDF took

a proactive approach, providing resources to
community-based organisations from Sierra
Leone, Guinea, and Liberia in collaboration

with partners. While funding was available from
the international community to combat Ebola,

it was primarily targeted at governments and
international NGOs. AWDF was strategic and
intentional in providing resources to women's
rights organisations and community-based
organisations at the heart of the Ebola crisis. This
enabled AWDF to reach smaller organisations
and communities without access to funding or
support elsewhere.
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AWDF provided small grants that met the immediate
needs of the communities, even though some did not meet
AWDF's criteria for grant-making. What AWDF learned from
this experience was the need to balance accountability,
trust, and effectiveness in its grant-making processes.

wnéwgwupdwu Ghduwnpwd gk, uwywju uphp Yu
UowybnL nwquwdwpniegniu b 2gppin uunuwlwng,
ret huswbu wbwnp £ wpswguwupbup tiquwdwdbphu,
npwbugh nEuncpuutp tnpuwdwnpbup b wewlygbup

dbp wfuwwnwuph wnwugpnd gunuynn 2wnddwu

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, cases of
gender-based violence increased worldwide.
Nigeria, particularly, saw a rise in sexual violence
and rape cases. In response to the escalating
reports of rape, state governors in Nigeria
declared a “state of emergency” on rape and
gender-based violence in June 2020. During this
time, AWDF provided support and resources to
movement partners as they worked to ensure

the communities most affected received the
support they needed. AWDF did this by amending
its systems and procedures to ensure that the
resources moved quickly to the communities that
needed them the most.

In 2022, recognising the global cost of living crisis
that resulted from inflation, AWDF awarded a fully
flexible top-up grant of USD 5,000 to each of its 155
partners with live grants as of January 1, 2022, to
women's rights and feminist organisations across
Africa who were significantly affected, especially as
the continent was still recovering from the impacts
of COVID-19. Coined the Zinariya grants (Zinariya

is a Hausa word meaning golden), the grants were
part of AWDF's 50th grantmaking cycle. The grants
came with no restrictions and limited reporting
requirements, giving AWDF's partners full agency to
decide on their priorities. With the Zinariya grants,
AWDF piloted small unrestricted grants. What we
learned from these grants was the need for more
flexibility in our grantmaking, which we intend

to iron out as we move forward and implement
Lemlem, our ten-year strategic framework.
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Most recently, in May 2023, AWDF resourced women's
rights organisations in Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia
and Zimbabwe in response to the flooding caused by
Cyclone Freddy. These were short-term grants ranging
from USD 5,000 to USD 10,000.

AWDF has also been involved in finding effective
strategies to resource movements in the
Sudanese crisis through the Black Feminist Action
in Sudan collaborative, hosted by the Black
Feminist Fund and the Equality Fund. Furthermore,
as part of the Jyg>3 (Tahwil) | Komboa | Reziste,
the AWDF, with strategic partners that comprise
the Initiative Sankofa d'Afrique de 'Ouest (ISDAO),
Doria Feminist Fund, Purposeful, and the Strategic
Initiative for Women in the Horn of Africa (SIHA)
have each committed a percentage of their
funding that will go towards crisis response funds
dedicated to their funded partners.

Exploring Innovative Approaches to Crisis
Response that Have Been Adapted by Other
Feminist and Women's Funds

Women's Fund Asia - Kaagapay Fund: In response
to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, Women's

Fund Asia (WFA) established the Kaagapay Fund,

a special grants program aimed at supporting
feminist resilience in times of crisis. Since its
inception, the Kaagapay Fund has provided 96
grants amounting to USD 1,146,359 by 2022.

The Kaagapay Fund provides flexible and
unrestricted funding. It ensures grantee partners
utilise the funds provided within a longer time
frame, allowing them to address theirimmediate
and long-term needs. Some of the areas WFA
supported through the Kaagapay Fund include
capacity strengthening, the production of
knowledge products, advocacy awareness and
educational campaigns, the use of artivism to
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deliver information targeted stakeholders, self-care
and well-being support to grantee partners and
communities, the engagement of government and
service providers to access physical and mental
health care, and emergency relief activities.

The Kaagapay Fund aimed to address the immediate needs
of activists, communities, and organisations during the
pandemic. However, learnings from the Fund’s impact over
time reflect the need for long-term grants after relief and

recovery.

By recognising the importance of establishing
sustainable support systems, WFA has developed
a strategy to address emerging crises such as
floods, insurgencies, and war and ensure the
resilience of its grantee partners during crises.

The strategy implemented by WFA aims to provide
immediate relief by allocating flexible funding to
address urgent needs while focusing on the long-
term strategies of the communities involved. This
approach provides support during times of crisis
but also fosters lasting change and ensures the
resilience of the feminist movements that WFA
resources.

Initiative Sankofa d’Afrique de I'Ouest (ISDAO):
Amid COVID-19, ISDAO introduced what they
have coined the Resilience Grants to their

LGBTQI partners in West Africa. These are non-
competitive, non-publicised, short-term and
flexible one-time grants made on invitation only to
support organisational and movement resilience.
The grants were intended to support ISDAO's
current and past grantee partners with needs or
gaps to fill that required urgent funding.

This emergency response grant came as a
feminist response to an emergency humanitarian
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situation where ISDAQ learned more about the
importance of building strong and sustainable
movements to withstand crises. The resilience
grants also responded to the need to challenge
the humanitarian sector’s industrial, bureaucratic,
and service provider complexities. These grants
have allowed partner groups and organisations

to obtain resources at times of uncertainty and
decide for themselves the urgent questions the
resources should answer during times of crisis.

The resilience grants allow ISDAO to provide critical
support and resources that enable their partners to
address specific, critical, time-limited administrative or
community needs, e.g., launching a self-sustaining agri-
business in Togo to contribute to the income of an LGBQ-
led organisation or providing urgent funds for rent and
utilities for a trans-led organisation in Céte d'lvoire.

In 2020, the resilience grants were provided

to 9 groups: Ghana, Nigeria, Bénin, and Cote
d'Ivoire. For 2021, ISDAO awarded 10 grants to
organisations in Benin, Cote d'Ivoire, Ghana, Togo,
and Nigeria, including one regional resilience
grant.

ISDAO also developed a COVID-19 plan, which
they reviewed and updated to identify and
reflect the best ways to stay connected to their
grantmaking and support with LGBTQI groups
and organisations in West Africa. Their flexible
approach and responsiveness enabled many of
their partners to utilise the funding they received
to provide direct assistance and services to the
communities they worked with.

Furthermore, ISDAO launched the RESPOND Fund
to provide safety, security and emergency needs
for their grantee partners and the communities
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they serve. This fund is made in addition to all
grantee partners in addition to the amount
approved by an autonomous participatory body
called the Activist Grant-Making Panel (AGMP).
ISDAO believes in the importance of having
residual emergency funds for local organisations
in order to provide timely and effective responses
when needed. The RESPOND fund has provided
ISDAO with valuable insights on how giving
communities the agency to determine what
constitutes an emergency, safety, or security issue
enables them to achieve a community response to
such issues.

We Are Purposeful, and the Global Resilience
Fund - Housed and facilitated by Purposeful

and stewarded by the Women Win, the Global
Resilience Fund was established in May 2020 in
response to COVID-19 and the collective need

for resourcing girls and young women, trans

and non-binary people within the ecosystem. A
cross-section of 25 funders launched the GRF as
a temporary, experimental, rapid response fund

to directly resource girls and young feminists’
brave and transformative strategies. Rooted in the
principles of trust, solidarity, and reciprocity and
grounded in an ecosystem approach to funding,
the fund has been able to disburse grants totalling
USD1,461,930 from 2020 until 2022. It moves
resources at speed and scale through models of
shared power.

Since young activists show up across movements, sectors
and regions, the GRF has created an opportunity for a
diverse range of donors to come together and collaborate
in new and transformative ways, leading to unprecedented
possibilities.

Since its inception, Purposeful and GRF have
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resourced organisations and collectives led by
girls, young women, trans or non-binary people
under 30 years of age. From May to December
2020, the GRF supported 234 grassroots groups
from 91 countries in their COVID-19 response

and organising efforts. In 2021, the fund also
moved resources to organisations and collectives
experiencing the COVID-19 crisis within the
context of other crises - to Afghanistan in
partnership with MADRE, to Myanmar in
partnership with Tharthi Myay Foundation, and
directly to groups in Lebanon, Haiti, and the
Occupied Territories of Palestine. The fund did
this in recognition that, at times, the fund itself

is not always the most suitable to work within

the broader ecosystem of crisis funders that
centre girls and young feminists. In 2022, the

fund supported feminists fleeing from Ukraine,
providing support to girls and young women
affected by the flooding in Pakistan. Most recently,
in 2023, the fund provided emergency rapid
response grants to young women-led, trans youth
and girl-centred groups directly impacted by and
responding to the earthquakes in Turkey, Syria,
and Lebanon. It is also mobilising resources to
support organisations and collectives in response
to the current and ongoing impacts of Storm
Daniel in Libya and the earthquake that hit the
South Western region of Marrakech, Morocco and
further resourcing to support feminist movements
in the Occupied Territories of Palestine.

As it resources girls and young women, trans

and non-binary people during crises, the GRF

has taken an accompaniment approach for its
response to crises. Herein, GRF holds a deep
understanding that organisations and collectives
often need more than just money but a holistic
and responsive young-activist-led accompaniment
to nourish and build people’s individual and
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collective resilience. GRF takes accompaniment
quite literally - accompanying girls and young
women to meet their needs as defined by them.
This model is undertaken in collaboration with
GRF's 34 global activist panel to support grantee
partners in their collective path towards feminist
liberation and social justice. It emphasises the
importance of recognising and prioritising the
needs, realities and expertise of grantee partners
at the forefront and centre of the accompaniment.

The Doria Feminist Fund - Given its strategic
location within the MENA region, Doria has
recognised the need for emergency response

in the dynamic and changing context of the
region. Doria Feminist Fund has provided flexible
Emergency Response Grants to new and existing
grantee partners as well as feminist collectives
and organisations within the ecosystem that
urgently require short-term financial resourcing.
These grants can be used for emergency
response, disaster relief support, well-being

and care initiatives, medical or health support,
community aid, or to strengthen the resilience of
organisations and initiatives in responding to the
changing conditions of their context.

The first crisis the Fund responded to was the
earthquake that affected Turkey and Syria in 2023.
This response was executed in a participatory
manner through an Advisory Activist Committee
based in the area and identified grantee partners
that would be well-placed to receive the funding
and distribute it to the communities most affected
by the earthquake. Herein, Doria Feminist Fund
supported eight organisations and collectives
working in or supporting operations in Northern
Syria and other affected areas with flexible
emergency response grants of between USD5,000
to USD 10,000 for six months to one year.
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When the Sudanese conflict erupted in 2023,
Doria was one of the first funds to respond to the
call for support. Doria is currently responding

to the ongoing challenges of Sudanese feminist
movements. The emergency response to Sudan
seeks to support the feminist movements through
rapid response support covering three main
areas of need — advocacy and awareness raising,
movement building, and crisis and humanitarian
relief. Additionally, the Fund is developing a
participatory review process by establishing an
activist peer committee comprised of Sudanese
activists to facilitate the review and selection of
emergency grants.

Most recently, Doria has been working on
resourcing the communities in the Occupied
Territories of Palestine. Due to the sensitive
nature of supporting activists who are currently
enduring violence and facing threats, Doria is
working diligently to identify trusted partners and
networks of feminist activists and women human
rights defenders to support in providing secure
access to emergency response grants. Doria
continues to work closely with its partners to
conduct outreach to potential grantees safely. In
its efforts, Doria will ensure that the grant process
prioritises security and care for grantee partners.

Doria Feminist Fund has a responsibility to amplify the
voices of activists who have been silenced and ensure that
resources are directed to those most vulnerable and facing
volatile situations.

As a feminist fund, Doria is uniquely positioned

to connect across the region, map the current
landscape of organising and support, and respond
to the most pressing needs for funding to primarily
underserved communities.
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Doria recognises the need to provide feminist
movements with long-term and consistent
support as they navigate the unknown and long-
term effects of the crisis on their communities.

It also understands that there is a need for
collaboration with feminist movements; hence,

it connects with past applicants from previous
grantmaking cycles who are already working in the
affected areas to understand the best approaches
in resourcing the communities they work in.

Doria Feminist Fund is currently in the process of
developing an architecture that will allow them
to have the needed resources to respond during
emergencies, particularly within the movements
they work with - pockets of flexible resources and
funds set aside to allow them to respond during
emergencies.

What Can We Learn from How Women's and Feminist Funds Have
and Continue to Respond in Crises

When responding to crises, movements and
communities require trust and flexibility in the
resources that are channelled in order for them
to determine their needs and priorities. Balancing
accountability, trust, and effectiveness is
beneficial when resourcing is centred on and
works for the movements.

Move Beyond Crisis - Resource communities and
movements in a manner that allows for immediate
relief and long-term resilience. Communities and
movements affected by crises require short and
long-term strategies that address their needs and
ensure relief and recovery.
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Collaboration is crucial in directing resources
to the communities and movements that need
them the most. This collaboration should involve
locally-led organisations already working within
and for the movements and communities they
serve. The examples provided in this edition
demonstrate how women's and feminist funds
have moved resources in crises, both urgently
and without restrictions, to the communities
that need them the most in a manner that is
based on trust, authenticity, and flexibility. This
work was done through collaboration with the
movements and communities on the ground.

Consider taking an accompaniment approach
when working with communities and movements
in crises. This will involve actively engaging
community leaders, activists and members to
understand and establish the needs and priorities
of the community and determine the support
required by the community. By involving key
stakeholders, we can ensure that the response

is aligned with the communities and movements
being served.

Unlike emergency response funds or feminist
funds that are dedicated to rapid response, such
as the Urgent Action Funds, the women's and
feminist funds noted in this edition have been
required to evolve with the changing context
and ensure that they respond to the needs of
the feminist movements they work with and for
in a manner that serves them. They have had to
adjust and centre their ways of resourcing to
ensure that they continue to be responsive to
the needs of feminist movements; organisations
and collectives have the resources to respond to
crises.
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Women's and Feminist Funds respond to an array
of crises, not just typical humanitarian crises,
and reach historically excluded communities

that traditional funders are not able to reach who
respond to crises in traditional and in new and
innovative ways. They are, therefore, fillingina
much-needed gap in the ecosystem.
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Feminist Solidarity

Fondo Alguimia

Alguimia Fund (Fondo Alquimia) is a Chilean women's fund with over
twenty years of experience mobilizing, delivering resources, and
supporting organizations, activists, and human rights defenders. We
work from principles of solidarity, transparency, and mutual support.
In these years, and in collaboration with the organizations and
movements we work with, we have built the concept of ‘Feminist
Solidarity’ for ourselves. This article shares some of our actions and
reflections on this topic.

In recent years, multiple crises have emerged simultaneously,
intersecting more than one area of people’s lives. Some examples
are the rise of authoritarian governments, conservative and anti-
rights groups, the amplification of political emergencies such as
institutional crises, armed conflicts, civil wars, the worsening of the
climate crisis and natural disasters, and global or regional health
emergencies. In a good number of these cases, the management of
governments, the mass media, and some international organizations
is carried out through repressive measures that violate human rights,
mainly affecting women, sexual and gender dissent, advocates for
children’s rights and environmental defenders, among others.

For this reason, and from work in collaboration with grassroots
organizations and networks, we raise the following reflection:

if we want to survive and prosper, we need a radically
transformative and coordinated response to crises based
on intersectional feminist principles that focus on justice,
healing, liberation, and the redistribution of economic,
structural, and symbolic powers. This is what we define and
encompass as ‘Feminist Solidarity"
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The work of Fondo Alquimia in the face of crises

Our actions are framed by the work of women's
funds, which maintain close relationships with

local organizations, movements, and communities.

We deliver resources based on trust in women'’s,
feminist, and dissident organizations that act in
the face of crises, which is even more critical if we
consider that the vast majority of humanitarian
aid is delivered vertically and rarely considers
affected communities as an organizational force
that can also mobilize and distribute resources.

The cornerstone of our work is to follow the
leadership of local feminist communities and
activists to understand needs and respond with
flexible funding, both immediate and medium-
term.

Along this journey, we have provided support
during the multiple crises that the country has
suffered, such as the 2012 Earthquake and the
social and political crises of the social revolt of
2019, among others. These experiences have
given us a deep understanding of the urgent and
complex needs of communities and territories in
emergencies. In this context, feminist solidarity
becomes even more relevant, offering inclusive
and transformative responses to our challenges.

In addition to the actions aimed at taking care of
the immediate situation through the mobilization
of resources, we have been concerned with
generating instances of meeting and reflection
among activists after the crises to review our
strengths and learnings and project ourselves as
a living and coordinated, capable of responding
to the emergency and that is adding various
organizations and activist people in its trajectory.
An example of this was the second meeting and
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conversation for Feminist Solidarity held in the
Valparaiso region during 2023.

In February 2024, unfortunately, in the same

region of Valparaiso, an unprecedented challenge
occurred. From the hills of Playa Ancha to the
neighborhoods of Cerro Barén, a mega forest fire
consumed more than 1,000 hectares of land and
housing, considered one of the most significant
catastrophes in the country in the last 30 years. A
disaster of great magnitude, where the rapid action

of the emergency services added to the solidarity of

the organizations and the local community, offered
aray of hope amid adversity. As the city recovers
and rebuilds, the resilient spirit of its communities
shines brightly, demonstrating that mutual work
and solidarity allow us to overcome the most
difficult challenges.

We implemented our Emergency Fund, which
corresponds to flexible contributions to
emergencies and crises like this one. More than

13 direct contributions of USD 500 were given to
organizations active in the affected areas. These
funds will continue to be delivered to support the
medium-term reconstruction and repair processes
through our 2024 annual call. In this regard, we
have learned that it is crucial not only to address
the immediate emergency but also to make efforts
in the restoration of hundreds of affected lives,
where a mental health crisis and minimum sanitary
conditions to be able to live persist.

Some reflections

The movements we work with are committed

to the rights of people who have experienced
greater marginalization and oppression in crises.
They guarantee inclusive, culturally relevant, and
transformative work in gender relations, which
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has been shown to lead to long-term changes in
cultural norms.

We consider mobilizing local resources an effective
strategy for generating reciprocity networks. Building
community, jointly making the context visible, and
managing the obtaining of economic resources requires
full knowledge among activists and the creation of ties and
alliances that last after the crisis.

We believe that, given the current context of
uncertainty and paradigm shifts worldwide, it is
necessary and urgent to continue the exchange
of experiences among peers and design co-
constructive processes about our visions and
strategies for sustainability and fundraising, which
are aimed at defending human rights and the
sustainability of communities and their territories.

Below, we present five key organizations that
acted in the fire emergency in the Valparaiso
region, Chile, in February 2024:

AFRODITA

They provided assistance in Quilpué and Vifia del
Mar to collaborate on the ground with their sisters
affected by the fires. Claudia (a member of the
organization) and her family were in Monte Sinai,
in the Miraflores sector, and Claudia and Cristina
(also a member of Afrodita) in the Pompeya

Sur sector. Both went to Villa Independencia

and collaborated with their partners from Circo
Timoteo ( the first openly trans circus in Chile).

ANAMURI (The National Association of Rural
and Indigenous Women)

The National Association of Rural and Indigenous
Women (ANAMURI) is a Chilean non-profit civil
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organization founded in 1998 in Buin. Its mission is
to organize and promote the development of rural
and indigenous women in Chile by stimulating
and strengthening their organization. ANAMURI

is part of the Latin American Coordination of
Rural Organizations and La Via Campesina, the
International Peasant’'s Movement. With their
action, they supplied three community kitchens:
Entre Cerros, El Surco, and Remu Rayen, providing
approximately 900 servings of food daily.

PAJARX ENTRE PUAS (Bird Among Spikes)
The organization positions itself within popular,
community, and anti-prison feminists, working
through pedagogy, the body, art, and memory
with incarcerated women and gender dissidents.
The organization helped supply and purchase
household items, food, basic supplies, etc., for
direct family members of their community who
were affected by the fires in Valparaiso.

COORDINADORA FEMINISTA 8 DE MARZO
VALPARISO (8th of March Feminist Coordinator
Valparaiso)

They are composed of self-convened individuals,
members of social, territorial, migrant, student
organizations, unions, and guilds that call for actions
against all forms of violence and life precariousness
through community gatherings, organization of
feminist public demonstrations, interventions, socio-
cultural activities, and political advocacy. During
the wildfires, they set up and supplied community
kitchens in the affected territories.

MESA REGIONAL DE LAS MUJERES DE MAR

Y CONEXAS QUINTA REGION VALPARAISO
(Regional Table of Women of the Sea and Allied,
Fifth Region Valparaiso)

The women's fishing organization aims to
contribute to gender equity in the artisanal fishing

Ubup bwjwwnwgweo Bup, np, Gwaydh wnubiny
wunpn2ntpejwu W Guwpwgnygbph thnthnfuniejwu
Ubpluwjhu Gwdwinbpunu wdpnne wztuwpbncd,

Gnyd Yuplnp £ 2wpnduwybl thnpéah thnfuwuwynwlp
Gwdwfun&ubph dholt b Upwlyt) Gwdwinbn
Junnignnwlwu gnpopupwgubn Juyntungewu

L $nunuwbwyewedwu dbp inbuwlwuhp W
nwqUwdwnnieiniuubph Gwdwn, npnup nunnywo

EU Jwpnnt hpwyniupubph ywaunwwungesjwup b
Gwidwjupubph b upwug nwpwopubph Yuwyniuniejwunp:

Uwnnple ubpluwywguncd Bup Ghug Ghduwluwiu
Juquwybpwniejniuutp, npnup gnpot Bu 2hhh
Ywwwpwhun 2powuncd 2024 pywlwuh thEinpdwppu
wnbnh nlubgwé GpnbGwhu wpunwwpg hpwyhbwlyh
pupewgpntd:

usrnnhsu

‘Unpwup oquntpejniu Bu gnigupbnb nchjwbnud b
Uhujw nb Uwpnud® tnbnnud Gwdwgnpawlgbne
GpnbGutphg tninLdwo hpbug pnynbph GEwn: Ljwinihwu
(Yuguwybpwniejwu wunwd) b upw punwuhpp
guuynud Epu Ununt Upuwhnud® Uhpw$inpbu
Guindwoncd, huly Ywninhwu L 2phuinpuwiu (Unyuwbu
U$pnnhunwh wunwd)' Mndwbjw Uncp Guwndwencd:
Enynwuu | quwghu Yhyjw bunbwbuntuuhw W
Gwdwgnpswygbghu Uhpyn Shunwinknjh hpEug
gnpopuytpubph G (wnwehu pwgwbwyn tnpwiuu
Unytup hihned):

uvuunhrb (nenuiptwl) b puhl) juiiwug wqgughu
wunghwghuw)

Hnnupuwl b puply jwuwug wagwjhu wunghwghwiu
(WuuunhMh) shihwlwu gwhnye shbnwwunnn
pwnuwpwghwlwu Yuquwybpwnipjnlu k, npp
Ghduwnpyt £ 1998 edwlwiuhu Anchuncd: 'upw
wnuwpbnyeyniuu £ juguwybpwt b fupwub
ginnwpuwly b puply uwuwug quingugndp 2hhned®
furprwutiny L wdpwwjuntinyd upwug Yugquwytpwnudp:
UuuunhMb-u dwu k Yugdned Lwnhuwlwu



sector and promote and provide informational,
technical, legal, training, and educational services
for its members. Following the fires, a fried fish
sale was organized as a fundraising activity for the
eight organization members who lost their homes.

N
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Resilience and Struggle: The Women's
Fund Armenia’s Response to Crisis

Yelena Sargsyan
Women'’s Fund Armenia

Women in crisis and war situations

At the end of September 2023, | was in Iran for a study tour on
women'’s rights issues. In Iran, | had almost no access to the Internet
and other means of communication, due to the restrictions in that
country. | was briefly informed that there is tension on the border

in Armenia and that there is talk everywhere about the forced
displacement of the people of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh). |
received terrible news from my journalist friends and other sources,
which could not be publicized or published: they were mainly about
cases of violence against women and making their personal data
public. | could not perceive or feel anything in the first days. “And
again women, it's always women who suffer the most,” was the only
sentence that kept repeating in my head.

Before returning to Armenia, | already was there with my thoughts.

| was in Goris, among the ranks of people who left their homes and
hopes far away and stood hopelessly at the checkpoints. | was in
Yerevan, | was in our office, where my colleagues tried to quickly
respond to the basic needs of forcibly displaced women. To say that
| felt guilty for automatically leaving them alone in that difficult and
critical moment is an understatement. Feeling guilty for things you
are not guilty of is probably a syndrome among Armenian women
that is passed down from our mothers and grandmothers: we are
not good enough, we are not helpful or useful enough, we are not
working, protecting, helping and caring enough, we aren't always
enough... And these approaches become greater in crisis situations.

Arriving in Armenia and seeing the tired and desperate looks of people
on the way, | realized that people are simply tired of continuous wars,
deaths, losses and do not even have the strength to suffer or cry.
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Juwuquweé Jwpnyuwug 2wppbpnud, Epliwuncd Eh, dGp gpwubujwyned Eh,
npinkn gnpopulytpnibhubpu 2thneydwé thnpanwd Ehu wpwag wpéwgwup
nw| pnuh nbnubtwudwés juuwug wnwehu wubpwdbanniejwu
Ywphpubppu: Uuk|, np hua denwdnp Eh ggnud wyn nddwp no
tquuwdwdwjhu wwhhu hupupunhupjwu upwug dEuwl pnnubine Gudwp,
Upwuwynud £ nghus swub): Uknwynp qquw| pwubph Gwdwp, npnugnd
dbnp sniubuy, Epleh, uhunpnd | 2wjwunwuncd wwypnn jwuwug 2pewuntd,
np thnfuwugynwd £ dbp Jwypbphg nL tnwnbphg. puwdulwuwswih
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In the evening, already at home, | wanted to
understand how | can be useful before the
morning finally dawns and | can go to work.
Looking for community initiatives, self-organized
groups, | searched on Facebook events to join
them for helping forcibly displaced people.

There was an interesting trend on Facebook:
political analyses, accusations, insults, patriotic
and pathetic speeches, mostly by men, and
announcements about collecting data of shelters
and houses, warm clothes and food by women.

Those “emotional” women who know everyone’s needs and
are able to feel others’ pain as their own, those “emotional”
women who are more rational and practical in crisis
situations than those who label them as too emotional”
and say that it's a key reason for not involving them in
political, negotiation and decision-making processes (as

a result of which this crisis and devastating situation was
created).

The experience of quick response of the
Women's Fund Armenia in a crisis situation

In the uncertain days of the beginning, the Women's
Fund Armenia was in constant contact with partner
organizations and individuals in the marzes. We
also received many calls from our partners and
strangers asking for support or charity.

Quick response conversations and calls could

last more than 30 minutes, during which people
shared their feelings and described the terrible
situation in the Syunik region: people simply slept
outside, had no warm clothes, and were hungry for
several days. There were stories of people dying,
having heart attacks in the long traffic queues. In
the most difficult situation, of course, women were
the ones who remained in the shadows silently

2wuubny Zwjwuwnwu nL dwuwwwpbhu inkuubiny
dwpnywug bnquwd nL punwpduwgwe Gwjwgpubnp,
Guwulwuwgw, np dwpnhly ywpquuwtu Gnqub

BU wunwnwpn ywwbtpwaqdubphg, dwhbphg,
Ynpnwuwnubphg ne nud snlubu wugqud nwnwwbne
Jud jugbne:

EnpbYynjwu wpnbu nwup nugned Eh fwuywuwy’
huswbu Yupnn BJ ogunwlwp |huky, dhusl wnwgnwnp
dtpowwbu Ypwgdh, b Yyguwd watuwwnwuph:
2wuwpwlwlwu vwhiwabnuncejnuubnp,
hupuwlwquwytpwdnn fudpbph thuinpunncputipnd
dinw SEjupnip Gwulwuwine Gwdwn, @6 np

fudppu Ywpnn BU dhwuw| pnup nbnutwudws
dwpnlwug oqub|nL Gwdwn: ZEwnmwppphp

nbkunbug Ep. pwnwpwlwu ybepnLonieniuukp,
thundwupubp, denunpwupubp GwjbGnjwupubp,
GwipEuwuhpwlwu ywebunhl twnbp' Ghduwlwuncd
nnwdwpnyuwug Ynnihg L wywuwmwpwuubph, nwp
Gwaniunubph nLuuntunh Gwjuwpwagpdwu Jwuhu
Gujinwpwpnipgniuubp’ wuwug Ynndhg:

Uju «kunghnuwyp» Guiuwug, np ghippbu pninph uphpubpp L
Gwpnnwuncd Bu wuypnudwlygly, wju «EUnghnuwp Juwuwug,
np dquwdwduwjhu hpwdhdwlutpnid wybh nwghnuw; Gu
L gnpdUwlwu, pwu upwup, nypbp fuuwug Gnponpond
bu «kUnghnuwp' Upwug subipngpwybing wju pwnwpwlw,
pwuwlguwjhu gnpopuewgubpnid b npnancdutipp uywgdwu
dto, nnh wpnynLupnid uppbnéyby Ep wyn 6quwdwdwhu
gwiwih Jhwlp:
2ujuwumnmuwuncy Juitwiug Shutiun punth wpwug
wpéwquiupdw thnpép quudwdughu hpunhGunud

2wjwunwund fwuwug Ghduwnpwdp ulgph wunpng
optiphu wunwnwp Ywuwh dbe Ep dwpqtiph gnpapultip
YuqUwybpwniejniuubph nL wubwwnubph GEwn:
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gnpopuybpubphg nL wugwune dwpnlwughg, npnup
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can no longer carry that burden.
The people who listened and
helped the displaced people day
and night without any rest, they
themselves needed to at least

be heard and understood. So we
listened to them as much as they

needed.

A few days later, when there was
already some clarity about what
was happening and what the
outcome of it all would be, the
Women's Fund Armenia already
launched a humanitarian rapid
response program, including
our partners in the communities
where, according to our
preliminary data on relocation of
the forcibly displaced people.

and tirelessly carrying their burdens and worries,
taking care of children, old or sick family members.
Difficulties were doubled in the case of pregnant
and breastfeeding women.

In such situations, we at the Fund realized that
although those terrible details will not change
anything at this moment (however painful it may
sound) and that it is necessary to approach the
issue more practically and start talking about what
we should do, and engage in actual actions, but

we also understood, that our partners who are in
direct contact and communicate with the forcibly
displaced people on a daily basis, see the pain and
suffering of them, just need a safe and reliable
space where they could be heard, where they could
allow themselves to despair, cry, or to say that they

b
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qpwnyb], pwyg vwl, wjuntwdbuwjuhy, Gwulwuncd
Ehup, np dbp gnpéapulytpnbhubpp, npnup
wudhpwlwu uwh dbe Bu nL wdtuopjw nkdhdny
2thynud Bu pnup inbnwbwudwéubph GEwn, nbuunwd
nbnuwbwujwoubph guwyu nL nwnwwwupp,
wwpquubu uphp ntubu wwywbny neJunwbkh dh
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We set ourselves the task of supporting our
partners in every possible way and implementing
all mechanisms to alleviate their already
burdensome workload as much as possible.
Adhering to its principles, the Fund was as
flexible as possible while working with partner
organizations during that period (and not only),
taking on all the bureaucratic and technical
parts, which, as our experience shows, always
take the most resources and energy in the non-
governmental sector.

We received feedback about the flexibility and
effective cooperation of the Fund from the very
beginning. Partners regularly mentioned during
the conversations that it is easy to work with us,
we are very flexible and do not make their work
and life difficult. The words of one of the partners
are very interesting: “It is pleasant to work with
the WFA even in this unpleasant crisis situation.”
Of course, this may cause dissonance, however,
we can say that we somehow managed to solve
the problem in front of us, having as a background
our previous experience during the 2020 war and
Covid-19.

Thus, the first response of the Women'’s Fund
was to provide basic necessities. Working and
consulting with our partners, we decided to
provide them with sub-grants because they had
done a rapid needs assessment and based on
that, would provide more targeted support. Later,
we realized from the feedback of our partners
that it was perhaps the best solution made at that
time. Our partners also received support from
other local and international foundations and
organizations, which, however, were in the form
of food and goods, which did not always serve
the purpose: the packages contained items that
the forcibly displaced people did not need at that

W npu k£ (hubne wyn wdBuh Gwugnigunweonwdp,
2wjwunwuncd juwuwug Ghduwnpwdu wpnbu
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moment, or food that they did not manage to use
and expired.

It was an important and principled point for us

to keep in the center of attention the forcibly
displaced various marginalized groups, which
were perhaps the most vulnerable and neglected
during that period. Thus, the financial distribution
was made considering those groups as well.
During that time, we worked with organizations
that specialize in working with specific groups of
people, for example, people with HIV/AIDS.

During the entire period of implementation of the
programs, the Women's Fund held consultations
with partners, guiding them and pointing out

the problems and needs that are specific to the
displaced women. As a result of all this, in the

first rapid response packages, all our partners
included products corresponding to the specific
needs of women: feminine hygiene and care items,
including pads, panties, etc.

From the feedback of our partners, we understand
that it was a pleasant surprise for all forcibly
displaced women when they saw the contents of
the packages. Many people were touched by this
woman-centered approach, and some said that
they had never received such a special treatment.

And indeed, now that we look back, we realize that
it is not really a question of a few boxes of support
(which in the case of a large family, are used up

in a matter of days), but a question of delicate

and sensitive approaches and attitudes towards
women who are constantly overlooked. Those
women came from a society that was militarized
for decades, where the military was honored, its
role was glorified and absolute, and perhaps the
violence and wrong actions committed by the

tnwy wnwehu wubpwdbownnLejwu hwetrubph
npwdwnpnudp: Ugfuwwnbny nc funpbpnwlygbing
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Ep nupwnpnoejwu YEunpnunwd wwhbp bwle pnup
nbnwhwudwo mwppbp dwpghuw) fudpbphu, npnup
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latter were ignored or even worse, forgiven.

Those women came from a society where the
interests of the army and the state always came
firstin all cases and circumstances. Those women
have always been in a passive position. They did not
make any decision, but they were always the main
and direct bearers of the results of those decisions.
They came from a society where they were asked

to have many children, where their loved ones,

their husbands, their 18-year-old sons were taken
from them irrevocably, and only their bodies were
returned (or even the bodies were not returned). They
were born and brought up in a society where they
were forced to be both father and mother, unpaid
housewives, low paid workers, and unwitting border
guards while cultivating their lands and gardens ...

... And suddenly, you simply show those oppressed and
suffering women a little support according to their
physiological and gender requirements, and it has a
revolutionary effect on them. Their perceptions begin to
change. They begin to feel important, they realize that their
specific needs as women are important and superior, that
the help is not only for their children or the elderly they care
for, but also for themselves.

WFA has received hundreds of similar responses
and comments, which are both heartening and
profoundly binding for us.

After the first wave of the crisis: How to live and
what to do?

Every third or fourth person in Armenia has a
loss due to the military and border conflicts
that happened in the last three decades and
unfortunately this process is still going on.
After this last unexpected and terrible event,

wwpwgutp, wyn pdnud” dhewnhpubn, Jwpnhputip L
wyju:
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ufuw| ghpannniejnluutpp: Uin juwuwp qwihu Ehu dh
Guwuwpwynieyniuhg, npinkn pwuwyh nL wybwnnipjwu
2whp dhown gbpwlw k Gnk pninp nEwpbpnud no
Gwuqudwupubpned: Uin Juuw)p dhown Ypwdnpwlwu
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3



s

many people in Armenia are downhearted and
discouraged. It can be said that the society is
now in a state of mental paralysis, because all the
resources that could help to overcome and get out
of this state have been exhausted during these
years. In the background of serious existential
multifaceted questions, you are trying to find an
answer to two simple questions: how to live and
what to do now? We all understand that we need
to act, but where to start, many are uncertain and
indecisive.

In such situations, when you fall and reach the
zero point, you have to start to stand up again with
basic steps, even starting to learn to walk again.
And we also condition our steps on that principle.
Well-being and resilience is one of the primary and
important directions of the Fund’s activity, and in
this difficult situation, they become perhaps the
most important and primary principle.

After the initial intense phase of the crisis in
Armenia subsided, and forcibly displaced people
were temporarily provided with shelter and basic
necessities, we made the decision to allocate
our resources toward programs with longer-term
effects. These initiatives are aimed at healing,
empowering, and integrating forcibly displaced
women into their new communities.

The Women'’s Fund Armenia attaches importance
to the participation of the community in the
decision-making process. Being faithful to our
principles, we are guided by the opinions of our
partner and ally organizations and individuals in
making our decisions, taking into account their
experience and knowledge. All our partners agree
that there is a need for healing, empowerment
and social integration programs for forcibly
displaced women. Many highlight the creation of
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safe spaces for women. “Women overcome their
problems more easily in a women's environment,”
said one of our partners.

In addition to the above, the well-being of the
representatives of our partner organizations is also
very important for us. After working with forcibly
displaced people for months and experiencing

their pain firsthand, many of our partners state

that their staff is now in burnout. Considering this
circumstance, the Women's Fund Armenia has
adopted a method that has never been used in
Armenian practice: a mandatory action has been
added to the sub-grant programs, which implies
allocating a small part of the grant to the well-being
and healing of the staff, through which they can have
the opportunity to simply recharge, relax and/or hold
sessions with psychologists or other specialists.

It is interesting that in the beginning, this new
practice was very unusual and incomprehensible
for almost everyone, and many understood by it

the acquisition of some useful items, goods for the
office, or training for the development of their skills.
All of that gives us a lot to think about and these
reflections show the status of women in our society
that need changes. Our women don't know what

it means to rest, they don't know what it means to
spend any resources on themselves, and when you
urge them to think and take care of themselves, they
imagine all this in terms of work productivity and
being useful to others.

Now the Fund is getting a lot of positive feedback
about this innovation. All our partners state that
they have never been treated like this by any donor
and our partner relations eliminate the classic and
patriarchal approaches to donor-grantee relations
that exist in our country and outside.

* %k %k
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There is a good Armenian proverb that says that in times of
difficulty and distress you learn who your true friends are.

And, indeed, it is so: as a result of these crises
and difficulties that have been happening
continuously in recent years, you start to review
your life, your values, principles and all the ideas
and beliefs that you are fighting for. In such
situations, you understand that there is nothing
more precious and valuable than human life. In
such situations, every resource or object loses
its former value, only simple human connections,
care and love for one another remain, which can
bring fantastic changes. And in this case, the role
of the Women's Fund Armenia was not so much
material but it was reflected in love, care and
solidarity.

In those days, WFA became the symbolic bridge
that brought together women with different
experiences and destinies, it became an abstract
safe space where one could despair, cry, share
emotions, sympathize, gather strength and

move forward. The Women's Fund became the
space where many women felt important and
understood that their needs, pains, feelings and
emotions are important. The Fund also became a
space where you could help and get the help you
need without feeling under pressure.

After those disasters and the trials that may come
in the future, you understand that everything is
temporary (even pain and desperation) and there
is one constant thing: love seasoned with selfless
care, the ability to listen and understand, real
actions that show that you are important and that
you are not alone.
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Zooming in and out: ‘Foreign Agents Law’
with National and Regional Dimensions
of Crisis in Georgia

Ekaterine Danelia, Nurjan Estebes, Nino
Ugrekhelidze / Dalan Fund

After the dissolution of the Soviet Union and its Communist Block
in 1991, some Western political elites were celebrating ‘the End of
History' and the inevitable victory of liberal democracy worldwide.
However, the political events over the last three decades in

Central and Eastern Europe, Caucasus, Central and North Asia
(CEECCNA) regions (and not only) have demonstrated the opposite,
as the democratization process of the post-soviet countries has
been caught at the crossroads of democratic development and
authoritarianism.

Due to their common past, these regions are often portrayed

as a monolithic entity of post-Soviet or post-Communist states,
nonetheless their political trajectories have been diverse and
complex. However, these regions do have a particular characteristic
in common: an accumulated crisis that re-emerges and manifests
in various shapes and defines the current moment and future
aspirations and hopes for democratic changes in these regions.
These are invisibilized crises that go unnoticed by the international
communities, especially when they impact the historically excluded
communities across the CEECCNA regions.

The past two decades have witnessed a significant decline' in global
democracy. According to the Civicus Monitor?, which tracks civic
space across the world, there are five major tactics that governments
are using to repress the civic space: intimidation, detaining
protestors, censorship, protest disruption, and restrictive laws. Based
on the Civicus Monitor 2023 report?, the CEECCNA countries are
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categorized as follows:

Closed: Russia, Belarus, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan;

Repressed: Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan;
Obstructed: Ukraine, Poland, Hungary;
Narrowed: Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, Romania,
Slovakia.

All the above-listed tactics are widespread among
CEECCNA countries, however, adopting the
restrictive laws to shrink the civic space further
has been one of the major trends across these
regions since 2012. Over the past two decades,
eight countries within the CEECCNA geographies,
either adopted or attempted to adopt Russian-
style “Foreign Agent” law. In certain cases, such
as Belarus, the law may not be enacted officially,
but the practice of repressions persists. The

most recent cases of establishing new restrictive
measures over independent civil society
organizations and media have been tracked in
Slovakia, Kyrgyzstan, and Georgia.

Imposing legal restrictions on civil society is a
common approach to restrict funding for civil
society organizations (CSOs) and independent
media by implementing foreign influence registry
laws*. These anti-democratic legislative shifts lead
to a broad spectrum of human rights crises, fueled
by massive propaganda machinery to polarize
societies further. The adoption of the ‘Foreign
Agent’ style laws breaches the self-determination,
universal human rights, and freedoms of people,
and leads to the crackdown of democracies,
including brutal human rights violations, unlawful
arrests, and complete closure of civic space.
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Human Rights Crisis in Georgia: National and
Regional Dimensions

The adoption of the law on “Transparency of Foreign
Influence' in Georgia exemplifies the commonalities
among the countries of CEECCNA regions,
influenced by the Russian imperialist playbook.
After an initial attempt in 2023, in March 2024,
Georgian Dreams®, the ruling party, re-introduced
the Law on Transparency of Foreign Influence.

In February 2023, the same bill was withdrawn

due to public outrage for what it meant to
Georgian sovereignty, democracy, and freedom.
Any Georgian-language media, broadcaster, and
non-governmental organization (NGO) registered
in Georgia will be directly affected by the law if over
20% of their annual income comes from overseas.
Such media and NGOs will be forced to register on
a 'Foreign Influence Agents Registry’ and disclose
foreign funding. If they fail or resist doing so,

they will risk fines up to 25,000 Georgian Lari (US
$9,400), which is not a one-time measure but will be
followed by a series of fines until the organization
registers or goes bankrupt.

Hundreds of thousands of Georgians have taken to

the streets to fight against the draft law in Tbilisi since
April 2024. The actions taken by the local civil society,
students, academics, and youth have mobilized the wider
international communities and solidarity.

Regardless of the pushback, the Georgian
Parliament adopted the law which will come into
full force as of early August.

In addition to this, the ruling party initiated a new
draft law on anti-LGBT propaganda’, has already
canceled gender quotas® in the parliament in April
2024, announced intended restrictions on abortion,
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and amended the tax law allowing so-called offshore
money to be laundered® in Georgia. This authoritarian
turn of the government compromises Georgia's
democratic course, sovereignty, and freedom.

It is critical to note that the impact of the Georgian
‘Foreign Influence’ law is wider than a single country
issue as it directly affects not only Georgian civil
society and independent media but also the
activists and organizations from Eastern Europe,
Caucasus, and Central and North Asia that had
sought what seemed like a safe refuge in Georgia.

Due to the regressive and authoritarian regimes (e.g.
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Russia, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan) and
the ongoing war in Ukraine, activists and physically and/or
fiscally relocated organizations also face direct impact of
these legislative shifts.

Russia'™ was one of the first countries, acting

as a regional trendsetter, to adopt the law on
foreign agents in 2012. For more than ten years,

it has been a tool for Putin’s authoritarian regime
instrumentalizing the law for mass detentions of
protestors, shut down of CSOs, and criminalization
of pro-democratic organizing. Russian activists

and journalists, similarly to Belarussian™, have fled
to various parts of Europe, many of whom chose
Georgia as their point of destination.

Georgia has also been a place of refuge for
Azerbaijani' journalists and human rights activist.
From 2013 to 2015, the Azerbaijani government
adopted repressive laws targeting NGOs, resulting
in the imprisonment of many activists, travel

bans, and the freezing of bank accounts. Due to
Georgid's proximity, lenient immigration policies,
and developed civil society, many activists settled in
Georgia to continue their organizing in exile.
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Hoping for a safer space, Georgia was a go-to

for Kyrgyz activists who fled their country due

to the recent adoption of a Russian-style foreign
agent law in April 2024. First introduced in 2014,
after a decade of erosion of human rights and
government-orchestrated propaganda against

civil society, Kyrgyzstan has already detained
journalists®™ and liquidated independent media
outlets, as well as non-governmental organizations.

Before the initiation of these regressive legislative
shifts, there are early signs in the rhetorics of the
governments, and their strategic communications
to detect the crises emerging on the horizon.
There are common threads and strategies from the
Russian authoritarian playbook commonly used by
repressive governments across CEECCNA:

— Authoritarian turns do not
happen overnight: the decline in
democracy, violation of freedom
of speech, and discrimination
against LGBTQI activists started
long before the adoption of the
foreign agent laws. It's a well-
calculated process that gradually
shrinks space for democracy and
access to human rights for all;

— These regressive legislative
turns do not stop at Foreign
Agent's Laws only, it come as a
full package: it is followed by the
adoption of laws criminalizing
queer people by banning the
spread of information about
LGBTQI people, rights, and
identities among minors;

— Governments use propaganda
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and derogatory language as tools
to create a divisive narrative in
society, where those who oppose
the government are labeled as
agents of foreign influence;

— Governments widely use the
concepts of ‘transparency of
foreign influence’ and ‘anti-
colonial stance towards the West
to build a strategic narrative
around the state sovereignty,
statehood, and non-interference
of foreign powers in domestic
politics;

— Anti-gender, anti-democracy, and
anti-right organizers are given
fertile soil, and authoritarian
regimes instrumentalize them
to attack civil society and
independent media, etc.

The laws have major consequences for building
collective power among grassroots organizers,
movements, trade unions, and community-based
initiatives. Cross-regional and cross-movement
solidarity is at stake and needs deep strategizing
among human rights funders globally, and social
justice organizers and movements on the ground.
These conversations need to center sustainability
of grassroots organizing, and the prevention of
the domino effect of spreading these laws in other
parts of the regions and the world.

Building a Funding Response and Preparedness
Social justice movements are holding the line for

democracy and freedom. They scan the horizon
and local contexts, pass a signal when crises are

punniutg onwpbpypjw gnpswlwiutph

dwuhu opbupp: Udkh pwU tnnwup tniwph wju
ogwnwagnpaybl E Nninhuh wywnnphwnwp nkdhdp
4nndhg' gnigwpwnpubphu quugwéwpwn

ptpdwu Bupwpybng, pwnwpwghwlwu
Guwuwpwniejwu yuquwybpwnipgnduubp hwybne
L dnnnpnuwdwpwywu uqdwlEpwnyejnuutph
gnponLubnejniup ppEwlwuwgubnt bywwnwyny:
MLy, huswybu vwl pEjwunn™ wlynhyhunubpu

nL (pwagnpnnutipp thwiub| Bu EYpnuuwyh nwpptip
Epypubp: Cwwnbpp npwbu yepguwwuwwbu
Guwunwuinybne yuwjp punpk Bu GEug Upwuwnwup:

Upwuwnwunwd Bu wywuwnwub] bwl wnppbewugh™
(pwannnutp b hpwjwww2wnwwuubn: 2013-2015
eJwlwuubphu Unppbowuh Ywnwdwnniejniuu
punniuby £ 24-ubphu phpwhuwynpnn dugnn optupubp,
hush GEnliwupny pwgdwehy wlynhdhunubn
pwuwnwnyykl Bu, upwug ujuwundwdp Yhpwndb £
tnlnhg pwgwlw)bint wpgbpp, Upwug pwulw)hu
Gwohdubpu Bu uwnbgdb): Zwodh wnubind Ypwuwnwuh
Unwn guinudbp” wyn BpYypnud dend dhgpwghnu
pwnuwpwlwuntejniup b qupgugwo pwnwpwghwlwu
Guuwpwlyniegniu nlubuwne Awugudwupn' 2wn
wlwnhypuwnubp Gwunwngl) Bu dpwunwunad
2wnniuwlybne hpbug gnponcubnieyniup wpunph dbe:

2024 pruwlwuh wwyphhu Lpnquunwiup NnLuwuwnwuh
ophuwlyny punniubg wjuwbu Ynsdwo onwpbpypjw
gnpowlwiutiph dwuhu opbupp, hughg Gwnn wwn npng
wlywnhyhuwnutp, wybh wywbny tnwpwép gunubing
wluluihpnd, |ptighu hptug tpyhpp W bwuwnwndtghu
Upwuwnwuncd: Uju wnwehu wugqwd ubpnndt) Ep 2014
rrwlwuhu, hughu GEnlt| E Jwpnne hpwyniupubph
ww2wnwwuntejwu ninpuined GEnpupwgh dh

wdpnng lnwuuwdjwly: \pnqunwuu wpnku

Gwugnti| £ abppwlwit dh 2wpp (nwgpnnutph® L
(nowpbp wulwtu pundwdhengubp, huswbu twl
Swuwpwlwlwu uquwybpwnieniuubp:



\(Q\‘k

emerging, and are the first ones, and best placed
to respond. As an activist-led funding intermediary,
at Dalan Fund*, we know how critical it is to
provide timely and flexible resources not only for
emergencies but mid- and long-term responses,
but we are on a mission to mainstream crisis
preparedness.

Throughout crisis funding in Georgia, we observed
a pattern of needs re-emerging in local organizing
and movement-led crisis response simultaneously
addressing the level of preparing for diverse
scenarios, developing alternative legal, fiscal, and
physical infrastructure, and most importantly,
building infrastructure of care and mutual aid:

— Physical and Digital Security,
and Psycho-Social Support:
Given that smear campaigns,
physical and digital attacks,
and intimidation of activists
are common strategies, holistic
safety of activists is critical
such as temporary relocation
efforts, personal data protection,
collective care, psychological
support;

— Legal Support and
Administrative Costs:
Legal assistance, advice, and
consultation on exploring
alternatives for relocating
or mitigating risks, legal
documentation of human rights
violations, and Organizing,
mobilization, administrative
costs, and any other needs
identified by groups;
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— Strategic communications
and narrative change:
Media campaigning,
debunking counter-narratives,
address disinformation
and misinformation led by
government;

— Coordination and alliances:
Mobilizing cross-sectorial
response and strategies to
address various scenarios in the
rapidly changing context, etc.

To effectively respond to the crisis in Georgia and across the
CEECCNA regions, a multifaceted funding and organizing
approach is needed that would center on financial flexibility,
capacity building, strategic communications, knowledge
production, narrative change, and building collective power
and advocacy campaigns.

It is foundational to acknowledge that on the one
hand, the regions are experiencing rapidly rising
authoritarianism, and on the other hand, the
regions are deprioritized by the funding ecosystem.
While CEECCNA movements fight against
authoritarian regimes,” the data from the HRFN's
latest report The Trust Gap'® shows that in 2019,
$4.1 billion was distributed to human rights around
the world but only $89 million (2%) was allocated to
Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

As the research on Where is the Money for CEECCNA
Regions (to be published in Fall 2024) highlights, it is
time for philanthropy to show up for us and with us,

in a different way!” Here are key recommendations
that can move a needle towards better-resourced
movements in their work against emerging crises:
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— Trust the people in and from
theregions: “Just one in 10 grant
dollars for Eastern Europe and
Central Asia is granted directly
to in-region recipients as flexible
support”. Fund mechanisms and
funds created for, and by the

people from the regions.

— Fund boldly and creatively: Give
unrestricted long-term funding
to mechanisms and the funds
in, for, and in front of the regions
to make decisions on how, to
whom, and in what shape the
funds get distributed.

— Respect diverse forms of
organizing and advocacy:
Understand that visibility and
success may look different
in various contexts. In more
authoritarian regimes, creative
and discreet forms of resistance
are crucial for the safety and
effectiveness of activists. As a
Central Asian activist shared,
“Underground work is invisible,
but the more authoritarian the
regime, the more creative our
ways of resistance”.

The struggle for democracy and human rights in

the CEECCNA regions, as exemplified by the recent
developments in Georgia, underscores the urgent need for
global solidarity and strategic funding.

Now more than ever, it is imperative for
philanthropists and human rights organizations
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to prioritize the CEECCNA regions, ensuring that
activists on the front lines have the resources and
support they need to continue their vital work.
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From Surviving to Organizing to Thrive
in Times of Crisis: Stories of Solidarity
Among Mexican Women Looking for

their Missing Loved Ones'

Fondo Semillas

In this text we reflect on our experience as a national Feminist

Fund accompanying groups of women looking for their missing
family members in the times of a crisis of enforced disappearance
in Mexico. It is calculated that about 112 thousand people have
disappeared in the country since 1964 (U.N. Committee on Enforced
Disappearances, 2023).

Most have disappeared since 2006, when the then-President
declared a “War on Drugs,” mobilizing the armed forces and
unleashing a wave of violence. Since 2007 the disappearances have
increased, reaching an alarming number of 14 missing persons every
day (Unidad de Investigacién Aplicada, Mexicanos Unidos contra la
Corrupcidn, 2022). Thousands of bodies remain unidentified, many
of them sitting in government morgues. There is an ongoing rise

of the number of searchers collectives. The applications of these
groups for funding have one of the highest increases in our current
open call in comparison to our last call in 2022.

We will begin by telling the story of how we started our journey

in this accompaniment. It began when Movimiento Migrante
Mesoamericano No nos vamos was our grantee in 2017. The group,
which fights for migrants' rights, supported the Caravan of Central
American Mothers, which found 269 disappeared migrants in
Mexico and was working in the search for their missing relatives.
That was our first direct contact with this movement. Then, we
started receiving proposals from collectives of searching mothers.
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/. The Crisis and the Resilience

The women's searching group faces structural
racism, poverty, and systemic marginalization prior
to the disappearance. Families feel they must do
a tremendous amount of work if they are to have
any hope of finding their missing loved ones. They
face a confusing and often inaccessible forensic
system where data about the dead and missing is
disorganized and a nightmarish quagmire where
science and technology are often inaccessible,
information is inaccurate and forensic systems
are fragmented and inconsistent (Reineke, 2022).
Often authorities refuse to provide information or
assist in any way.

The women's searching group faces impunity, lack
of punishment or the lack of investigation by the
state (Reineke, 2022). There are only 37 sentences
for the 112 thousand cases mentioned before.
Families mistrust police. They are turned away

by authorities but also by society, who frequently
stigmatizes them.

The collectives of mothers do such things

as gatherings to remember their loved ones,
mourning together, they also hold ceremonies
and honor the families’ wishes. In addition, they

organize
memorial
events,

search for
their relatives
in hospitals
and prisons,
advocate for
the authorities
fulfill their
duty in helping
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Mural to remember Viridiana, daughter of Angélica, at her university. Angelica is one
of the leaders of Regresando a Casa Morelos, our ex grantee.

Npduwulwp' ngtnstne Ubfubihluyh nuippbpp' Yhppnpwiwghu, pp Gwdwuwpwuncd: Ubfuthhwt
Regresando a Casa Morelos-h' utipn Uwulipu npwdwpunpbwnnih wnwgunpnubnhg d&lu k:

locate their missing family members, demand
justice in street organizing, look for remains in
the field and in clandestine graves, do direct
intervention with forensics, collect DNA from
family members, engage with humanitarian
organizations, police agencies, genetic
laboratories and forensic authorities to identify
them, deliver the news to the families.

The women's searching group mostly does all this
work without receiving any remuneration and
investing their own money and resources. While
the work of forensic authorities is visible, the press
sometimes omits the labor of the families.

As a Feminist Fund, we never doubted that in a
growing disappearance crisis we had to support
this movement of mothers who lead the searches.
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Nevertheless, it required additional things to
take into consideration to prioritize collective
care for not only those groups living with severe
psychosocial stress, who are in deep suffering,
outraged and feel unheard but also for our team
when involving in such a painful subject.

The work of the women searchers comes with
high and constant risk: there is corruption and
collusion with authorities, who chase them. Many
of the women work in territory run by violent
cartels, they are surveillanced by cartel lookouts,
death threats are common, and some of them
have suffered attempted kidnappings.

Since 2010, 15 searching mothers have been murdered.
These murders feel like a warning that any searching
mother could be next.

120

It was in our 2020 grant cycle when we first had
mother searchers as our grantees. For two grant
cycles, we have had eight women searchers
grantees: four in Guanajuato, one in Morelos,
two in the northern border and one in Chiapas, in
the southern border. Now we want to share our
experience on how we are building capacities to
thrive for these collectives and on the lessons
we have learned promoting movement building
among women searchers.

Supporting the movement

As a fund, we have two additional strategies

to support the feminist movement besides
grantmaking: capacity building and movement
building. Here is what we have done on capacity
building with women searchers. As a reflection
about our integral model of accompaniment,
between 2017-2019, we had meetings and shared
thoughts on self-care as a way to strengthen
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activists’ and their organizations’ safety. Once

we got in touch with the women searchers
movement, we thought that these grantees
needed a special process on healing, so we offered
an extra capacity building process to them.

It was developed during a year in the first grant cycle and
a process on organizational strengthening, collective care
and healing was conducted for six months in the second
grant cycle.

We had a capacity building process on safety

and comprehensive feminist protection, where
grantees created or strengthened their protocols
and mapped risks. This process included body,
spiritual and virtual dimensions. In 2022, practices
of digital protection were strengthened, such as
social media use, and the use of digital tools such
as cloud platforms.

The goal in this second grant cycle is to create processes

of feminist leadership in the collectives, to reflect around
collective care practices and having spaces for collective
emotional therapy.
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One of our women searchers grantees asked for
the capacity building process to last for a longer
period as it did the first time. We are taking that
into consideration for the grant cycle to come. We
still have many ideas about how to ground in care
through capacity building that require funding to
come true.

Reflecting on resource mobilization among
women searchers: changing women'’s relations
with money

These collectives are now linking to funds and
donors that give grants and other kinds of
support. Here we share some things we now
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know from the close relationship we have built
with grantees. In addition to the feeling of guilt
that money mostly brings to women and to the
relationship we have with money as a means

of men to control women, especially among
collectives of families who have a missing
member, these linkages with resources are

seen suspiciously. Being funded is sometimes
stigmatized and judged as if these women were
profiting from tragedy. These perceptions have
changed in grantees once they have experienced
that having resources is very important for the
sustainability of their work. As they are still
reluctant to use the grants for salaries, they use
the resources for transportation, food and for
equipment for the searches. They have also seen
an improvement in the results they accomplish
as the grants allow families living far away from
one another to meet to strategize. We have seen
this change in the perception about resource
mobilization as negative as the themes the
collectives selected for Capacity Strengthening
were financial management and resource
mobilization. Nevertheless, this movement still
has a paradoxical relationship with money.

We will continue to push for reflections on the
connection of women with money and how it

can be used in solidarity. In that spirit, we just
published a toolkit we created with FRIDA, the
Young Feminist Fund and with the Fund for

Youth of Central America and Mexico CAMY that
compiles some of the knowledge and experiences
built collectively around this.

Women searchers’ movement building
Through the years, women searchers have

articulated in national networks of collectives
searching for the disappeared. We have given
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Jwubwobih £ nhinydnd: Shuwuuwynpybip

Eppbdu yhunwlwynpdnud £ b quwbwngnud k
wjuybu, upobu wyn uwuwjp ogniwin Bu pwnnid
nnptpgnieniuhg: Uju ywwlbpwgnudubpp thnfudby
U npwdwaunpbwnniubph 2pewuntd, Epp upwup
qquwgt Eu, np nbuncpuubp ntuBuwp 2w Yuplenp
hpEug w2uwwnwuph Yuyniunipjwu Gwdwp:

Lwiuh np upwup ntn ndywdnipjudp Eu
npwdwaunpbubpu oguinwgnpond wfuwwmwywpabph
Jbwpdwu uywwnwyny, nkuncpuubpu ogunwgnponcd
BEU tnpwiuuwnpunh, uuunh W npnudwu Gudwp
uwppwynpnudubph dbnppbpdwu Gwdwn: ‘upwup
Uwle nbuk| By, np hpEug unwgwo wpnyntupubpp
pwpbwdynud Bu, pwuh np npudwunpbubpp enyg

EU tnwhu dhdjwughg GEnnL wwpnn puwnwuhpubphu
Guwunhwbl' nwquwjwpnyeiniu Jowlbine bywnwyng:
Utup inbub| Bup wju thnthnfunieyniup nuncpuubph
Unphihqugdwu pugwuwlwu puludwu dky,

pwuh np Jupnnniejniuubph qupgugdwu Gudwn
UniEhunhdutinh Ynndhg puinpyué phdwutph pdnud
Enb Bu $huwuwywu junwdwpnuwp b nEuncpuubph
Unphhqugnudp: UjuntwdBuwjuhy, wju gupdnudp
nbnlu wwpwnnpuw| Gwpwpbpnieniuubp ncuh thnnp
Ghwn:

UBup 2wpniuwlbne Bup wnwe Unk| Unnnpnwdubpp
thnnh 6w juuwug wnUsniejwu b wju Jwuh,

%7



3. Challenges and lessons learned

two grants for this movement building: One

for a National Meeting for the Articulation of
Women Searchers in 2019 and a second one for
the Second Meeting in 2022. In the 2022 Meeting
participated 30 women searchers from 16 states
and more than 25 collectives of families of
missing people. They met to share strategies for
collaboration and for the searches.

The destigmatization of these families needs
awareness-raising. We gave a movement support
grant so that one of the grantees could do public
awareness-raising actions for peacebuilding and
about the risks of militarization for women and its
consequences in deepening the disappearance
crisis. We gave a second grant for the publication
in 2020 of five podcast chapters in a series

called On the Way to Finding Them: Search
Stories (“Camino a encontrarles: Historias de
Busquedas”).

Our first precaution in the
accompaniment of this
movement came from how to
avoid a bias the collectives could
have to vote on each other's
proposals in our Participatory
Grantmaking Process due to

the conflicts we knew they had
in between. The way we found

to do so was not to do the
voting between the searchers’
collectives only but to balance
the possible bias by grouping
them with collectives working to
fight gender-based violence such
as femicide, trafficking in women
and other forms of violence.
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b huswbu Jupbp £ wju oguinwgnpab
Gwdbpwtuniejwu Gwdwn: Uin ngny dEup dbpebpu
Gpuwwpuytl Bup dh gnpahpwlwqd, npp Uowyb Bup
FRIDA-h, Ephunwuwpn $Edhupunubph Ghduwnpwidh
L UEunpnuwwu Udtphuwih L Ukpuhlwjh
Ephunwuwpnnyejwu Ghduwnpuwdh’ CAMY-h Gk,

npp fwjwpwagpnid £ wju Gwpgh 2nipg wnljw npng
UniE4unhy ghwinbhpubp W thnpdwnnienluutn:

Uhu npnunnukph 2wpddwl qupgugnd

Swphubp 2wpniuwl npnunn juwuw)p wpnwbwjnybp
Bu wubbwnwgwaubphu npnunn YnEYnhyubpp
wqgqwjhu gwugbpnd: UBup Epyn npuwdwgunpb

Eup npwdwnpb| wju 2wpddwu qupgugdwu

Gudwn. d&yp' 2019 eulwupu Yphu npnunnutbph
wpunwbwjndwu wqgwjhu dnnnyh Gwdwn, huy
Epypnpnp’ 2022 pwlwuhu Epypnpn dnnndh Guidwn:
2022 pJwlwuh dnnnyhu dwuuwyghk) Bu 30 4hu
npnunnubtp 16 bwhwuqubphg L wubbw Ynpwoukph
putnwuhpubph wybih pwu 25 YnEYnhydutp: upwup
Gwunhyt) BU' Awdwgnpewlgniejwu b npnuncdubph
nwqUwywpnreniuubpnd Yhudbn vywnwyny:

Uu punwuhpubph ujwundwdp fuwpwuh yEpwgdwu
Gwdwp wubpwdbown E hpwgbydwu pwpépwgned:
Utup npwdwnpk| Gup 2upddwu wewlgniejwu
npwdwunnb, npwybugh npwdwaunpbwnniubphg
dEyp uwpnnuuw hpwwuwgub Gwupw)hu
hpwabldwu gnponnnieyniuubp fuwnwnwahuntejwu
L juuwug bwdwp nwqlwlwuwgdwu W npw
GEnliwupny wubbinwgnudubph équwdwdh
funpwgdwu nhuybph yEpwpbpjw: 2020 pdwlywupu
dEup npwdwnpb Bup Epypnpn npwdwunpbp
<upwug guubnL dwuwwwpbhu. npnudwu
wwuwdnLejniulbp» (“Camino a encontrarles: Historias
de Busquedas”) funpwaghpp Ypnn thnnpwupukph
2wpph Ghug gnLfuubph Gpwwywpulydwu Gwdwnp:
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We have learned that the working processes of
these grantees change as they find the graves
of missing women. So, it is very important for us
to be extra flexible in what we offer to them: we
have to be able to pause processes related to
capacity building or to lengthen them.

We also learned that it is important that
capacity building processes in these cases are
held in person instead of online as it enables
spaces to feel safe and help to build trust.
Women searchers can feel unsafe when taking
online calls and there can be issues they won't
discuss online. Also, they manage high anxiety
and stress levels that require mindfulness.

It is harder to hold such attention in online
meetings.

The participation of the women in the capacity
building sessions has been a challenge since
their activism is an extra activity for them.
Their participation in such spaces depends on
the time they have off from their jobs or the
activities they do to have an income for. What
we have done to overcome this obstacle is that
the women who do participate in the capacity
building sessions share what they learned with
the ones that were not able to assist. Another
challenge has been organizing childcare for
women during the sessions. It is important for
children’s mental health that they have spaces
where they are protected from hearing the hard
conversations that women have around the
disappearance.

Another learning is that it is very important to
accompany these women so that these families
don't turn all their attention to the missing but
that they also care for the youth they are raising.
Otherwise, they can feel neglected and even have

UwpunwSpuybpubp b punyjué nuubp

Uu 2wpddwup wewlygbnt yepwpbnjug

dbp wnwehu dnwywfunceyniuu wju En, b

huswbu fjuntuwthk Ynnduwlwnieniuhg dbn
npwdwunpbubph npwdwnpdwu dwutwlgwhu
gnpapurewgnd YniGynhdutph Ynndhg

dhdjwug wnwewnlubph Gwdwp pdbwpybpu’
wuwjdwuwynpywo wju bwlwuneyniuutpny, npnup,
dbp mbnEynieynduubpny, upwug dholt uwjhu:
Ubup nw wubnt bnwuwyp gunwup' pytwpyniegniu
uwhbdwubny ng b pwgwnwwbu npnunnutph
UniEywnhdutiph dhelt, wy) fwdwuwpwlznting
Guwpwynp Ynnduwwnieniup’ upwug
tudpwynpbiny wjuwhuh YniEhnhyutph Gk, npnup
wuwjpwpnid Bu qEuntpwjhu pnunyejwu nby,
huswhuhp Eu $tdhghnp, Yuuwug ppwbhphugp b
pruntejwl wj aubpp:

Utup bwl Awulwgwup, np wju
npwdwounpbwnniubph Ynndhg hpwlwuwgynn
gnpopupwgutpp thnfuynud Bu gbpEquwiuutpp
gwnubnu wbu: Ntunh dbg Gwdwp pwwn Juplinp

E 1hub gbEptyniu wju Gupgnud, 6 hug Bup
wnwownynd upwug. wbwp £ Jupnnwuwup
nwnwpbgub ud Epywpwégb] uwpnnnienuubph
qupgwgdwu b juwywé gnpopupwgubpp:

Utup uwl unynptghup, np uplnp E nduBuwg ng

et wnguwiug, w) nbU wn nbd upnnniegniuubph
quinquigduwi gnpapurewgubn, pwuh np nw ey £
wnwhu nlubuw wwwbny ggwint tnwpwop b uywunnud
E Junwbnipjwu slwdnpdwup: Uhu npnunnutnpp

Ywpnn Bu hpbug wuwwwhny qquw| wnguiug quugbp
Yuwnwinbhu, L upnn Bu hub| ebdwubp, npnup

‘Upwiup sEU puuwplh wngwug: Fwgh wyr upwup
Yunwdwpnwd Bu hpbug pwpap dwlwpnwyh nwquuwp
L upenbup, hugp YEunpnuwgnud  wywhwugnud: Ungwiug
Guiunhwynuiubpnud wybih nddwnp £ nupwnpnipeyniup
wwhbwwubp:
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risking behaviors to call the attention of their
families as they see all the caring goes to the
missing member.

In the accompaniment of collectives composed
of both women and men we have seen that it is
mainly men who speak and are the speakers that
represent the collectives in the public space. We
have learned that it is important to strengthen
the leadership of women and to promote the
openness of spaces to dialogue about gender
inequality in these groups. We promote that

the women searchers connect to each other as
we see it is important to inspire one another as
women in a public space dominated by men.

There is something we are currently working on,
namely strengthening our care practices to give
extra support (like emotional containment) for the
team that is directly working with the collectives
of mothers.

Finally, we wonder why despite the severity of the crisis and
even if partners in philanthropy are moved by these stories,
there is no funding from donors to grassroots women
collectives looking for their loved ones.
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We have advocated so that women searchers
get funded, and we use our flexible funding from
donors that trust our knowledge of the feminist
movement and of the Mexican situation to
support this movement.

We know that we have a very important role

in supporting the women that are positively
transforming their communities and making a
difference from the field. We are committed to
sharing learnings with other feminist funds whose
work inspires us. We hope these learnings can

be helpful for sister funds in building resilience in
similar crises.

Lwpnnnrejnuubph qupgqugdwu gnpopuwgutphu
Juwuwug dwuuwygnreniup danwlwu
dwpuwbpwytp £ Ent), pwuh np wlnhdhqup

Upwug bwdwp Gwybw| gnponlubnienlu k:

‘Upwug dwuuwlgnrejniup udwu dhewdwpbEpnid
Ywhjwo £ wouwwnwuphg Yud Blwunwn unwuwn
hpEug gnponlubniejniuhg wquwn dwdwuwy
nLuBuwnig: Ui fungpunnunp bwnpwbwpbnt Gwdwp
dEup bwfuwwnbub Bup, np uwpnnnyegnduukph
qupgwgdwu Uhuinbphu dwuuwygnn wuw)p
YhudbBu hpEug undnpwony upwug 66w, ndpbp sEu
Jwpnnuwgb| dwuuwlgb: Epypnpn dwpunwbpwybpu
wju kp, ek pug wub| juwuwug fuuwdph Ubkppn gunudnn
Epbluwubph 66w Uhunbph dwdwuwl: Epbfuwutph
Gngblwu wnnnontejwu Gwdwp Yuwplnp £, np upwup
nLUEUWU tnwpwop, npnkn upwup Ww2nwywujwo
yipubu wubEwnwgnidubph dwupu Yuwuwug swup
funuwlgnrejniuutpp ubnLg:

UtY w)| pwnqwo nwuu wju k, np 2w Yuplenp
wowlgb| wju Ywuwug, npwybtugh wju punwuhpubpu
hptEug wdpnne nLpwnpnuejniup sullbnbu wubbun
Unpwaoubph Jpw, wy bwl Gng tmwutu hpkug
GnqwonLejwu tnwl gwnuynn Ephnnwuwpnubph
dwuhu: Zwlywnwl nbwpnid upnn Bu hptug
wuwnbujwo qqu b ungyuhuy nhulwihu Juppwagho
npultnpb|’ hpEug puwnwuhpubph nLpwnpnLEyNLUp
gpwybnL Gwdwp, pwuh np upwup wnbuuncd By, np
wdpnne Gnquantejniuu nunnynud £ wubbwn Ynpwo
wunwdhu:

fuwnp (et 4hu b b tnnwdwpn wunwdubkp ntukgnn)
Yniyunpdubppu nunblgbingd’ dEup inbkuwup, np
Ghduwwuncd fununnubEpp nnwdwpnhy Bu, W
Upwup Bu ubpyuwywgund YnEinhJubpp Gwupwjpu
wnhpnyenwd: UBUp undnpbghup, np uplinp

E wdpwwunk| juwuwug wnweunpnniejntup

L uywuwnb wyu fudpbpnud gBuntpwhu
wubwdwuwpniejwl 2nipg Eplfununtejwu
oswlwdwup: UBup fupwhunwunwd Bup, np npnunn.
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Juwuw)p Juuw GwunwinBu dhdjwug 66w, pwuh np
wnbuuncd Bup, np Ywplnp £, np upwup ngboustu
dhJjwiug npwtu Gwupwjhu inhpnyenwd gnponn
Jwuwjp, npinkn gbEpph2tuncd Bu tnnuidwpnhy:

Utup wjdd wofuwwnnid Eup dh uplnp nunnniejwdp.
wbuwp E wdpwwuntup dbp fjuuwdph gnpahpwluqup'
dwjptph YniEYinpyubpp 66 nunnuijhnpBu wfuwwnnn
rehdhu |pwgnighs wewlgnieyniu gnigwptinbine
Gwdwp (huswbu Gnequjuu thnfuwewlygnieyniup):

b Jtpon, nwpwyniuwé Eup, b husne, bwoyh
wnubnd dquwdwdph dwupnrpyniup b $hjwuenpny
gnpopulybpubtiph Gniquniupp wyu wwppdneeyniuubpp
[ubhu, nnunpubipp Ynndhg npllk $huwuuwynpned sh
pppwdwnnynid hptug uppbipubphu thuypppnn fuuwug
wpdwipwpentfu (grassroots) YniEyiphydubppu:

Utup swwnwgnynirejniu Bup hpwlwuwgntby, npwybtugh
yhu npnunnubpp $huwtuwynpydby, b ogunwgnponcd
Eup $Edhupunwlwu pwpddwu b Ukpuhluwjh
hpwyhtwyh dwupu dep ghnbhpubphu Juinwbnn
nnunputiphg unwgywé dkp a4yntu puwiiuwynpnedp’
wju 2wpddwuu wowlgbnt Gwdwp:

Utup ghwnbup, np 2wwn Yuplenp nEpwlwwnwpnd
niubup’ wewlgbnL wju Ywuwug, npnup npuwlwunpBu
thnfuwyEpwnwd Bu hpbug Gwdwjupubpp L
thnthnfunteyniu Bu pEpnud ninpunud: UBup

dhindwé Bup Yhudbne dbp pwnwé nwubpnd wju
$tdhuhunwywu Ghduwnpwdutph 6w, npnug
wotuwwnwupp dkq ngbgusnid k: Lhwbnyu Bup, np wyu
nwubpp oquwlwp Yihubu pnyp Ghduwnpwdubph
Guwdwp, npnup nhdwlwjniunteyniu Bu YEpnnwd udwu
tquwdwdbpned:
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“Hope is the impetus to bring about
change”

filia.die frauenstiftung’,
February 2024

In recent months filia has reflected on its participatory grantmaking
— with the help of those whom the programs are designed for:
feminist activists with lived experience of migration and flight. The
outcome is the book "Empowerment: Between theory and practice”.
filia's most significant learning out of this publication: earnest
participation requires openness, courage and hope.

Earnest participation is possible if the organization really wants

it and has the courage, understanding and openness to give
decision-making power to people with different perspectives,
competencies and life experiences. For more than 10 years, filia
has gained experience with participatory grantmaking in Germany.
filia was thus one of the first foundations in Germany to integrate
the participation of activists in its funding practices. In 2023,

the time had come to evaluate our experiences. We are thankful
that the advisory board convinced us to conduct the evaluation

in a participatory manner: We gave the evaluation in the hands

of those for whom the programs are designed. Over a period of
several months 9 feminist activists, members of the advisory board
of the Empowerment Program for Refugee Women, had a look at
the previous years' work and spoke to filia's staff, volunteers and
external experts. Najwa Ahmed, member of the board, summarizes
the results of their evaluation in the book “Empowerment: Between
Theory and Practice”.

“Empowerment: Between Theory and Practice” and the questions
raised

Najwa Ahmed reflects on the experiences that Najwa and eight
other activists have gained as activists and advisory board members
for filia in the Empowerment Program for Refugee Women. Their
book “Empowerment: Between Theory and Practice” celebrates
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«2nijup thnthnjunipejuwu wqgnulju k»

$hipw Guiuwug Shduwnpwd?,
thtippduip 2024

Ubpohu wdudw pupwgpnid $hihw wunpwnwpéb) £ hp dwuuwlguhu
npwdwpunpbubiph ppwdwnpdwup upwug oqunipywdp, nud Guwdwp
uwfuunpbudwé Bu spwagpbpp’ quneh b thwfuntugpp thnpéwnneeywdp
$tdhupup wliphdhuiputin: Upngniupp «2nptnwigned. inbuwljuiuh L
gnp&uwlwup dholi» JEpwgnuwnneeywdp ghppl k: $hjhwih wdbuwlwplinp
nwup wju bpupwpwlnipyniuhg wyu kp, np bywippwluwninnjué
dwuuwlgnipyniup wwbwugnid k wulytnonieyniu, pweontpyniu b Gniyu:

Uulybno vwuuwlygniejniup Guwpwynp £, Bet juquuybpwnieyniuu
hujwwbu gwulywuncd E nw b ntuh pwonteyniu, ywwnybpwgnud L
wulbnenLeynt’ mwppbp nbuwlybwubp, jupnnniuwyneeniuubp b
LEuuwihnpa nlukgnn Jwpnyuwug npnanudubp Jujwgubne nud tnwne
Gudwp: Epdwuhwinud wybh pwu 10 nwpyw hp gnponitubniejwu
purprwgpnid $hihwl aknp k pbpb| Jwuuwlgwjhu npudwaunpbukph
thnpa: Uuwhuny, $hihwu SEpdwuhwynud wnwehu Ghduwnpwdubphg kn,
npu hunbgptg wlynhyhunubph dwuuwlygniegniup hp $huwuuwynpdwu
gnpopurwgned: 2023 pJwlwupu BYE| Ep dBp thnpdwnniejniuubpp
quuwbwwnbnt dwdwuwlyp: UGup gunpbwlw Bup, np funpbpnuwnduljwu
funpGnpnp dbq Gwdngbg quwbwnnudu hpwlwuwgub] dwuuwlygwihu
aluny. dEup quwbwinnidp Gwuaubghup upwug, nud Gwdwp opwapbpp
Lwhuiwwnbudwd Ehu: Uh pwuh wdudw pupwgpnid 9 $Edhuhun
wlwnhypunubp' «@uiuunwlwu fuwuwug gnpEnuwgdwu» spwgnh
funp&pnwndwywl funpbpnh wunwdubkpp, nuunwduwuhpbghu bwfunpn
wnwphubiph watuwwnwupp b gpniglighu $hihwjh wustwlwadh,
Juwdwynpubph b wulwfu thnpawgbwubph GEwn: lunpbpnh wunwd
‘vweyuw UGdEnu hpEug quwbwndwu wpnyniupubpu wdthnihnd £
«2npbnwgnid. mbuwuwup L gnpguwlwuh dhel» gppned:

«2npnugnid. mkuwljuuh b gnpouwljuiuh thol» b Gwpnigywé Gupgkp

‘vweyuw UGdEnU wunpwnwnunwd £ wju thnpéhu, npp uw W bu nee
wlwhyhuwubp abnp Bu pbpb npybu wyunhdhunubp bk Shihwjh
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filia's Empowerment Program for Refugee Women.
Nevertheless, the book also reflects it critically.

“In order for criticism to be constructive, it needs to have a
space, to be heard and reflected upon and treated as a tool
to rebuild, or a lens through which we see ways of creating
a better work process the second time around. If work and
projects are considered steps towards an encompassing
achievement, such as empowerment and social justice,
then with each project, we need to look for the methods
that will help us to firmly move towards the goal in our next
step,” is written in the book.

For filia, the criticism of the advisory board
members is extremely valuable. It gives us important
impulses on how we can and must further develop
our work. We would like to share some points of
criticism here —and the questions they raise.

— Some members of our
advisory boards do not feel
connected closely enough to
the institution. “Our relation to
filia, for me personally, feels like
a parallel unit, not an integrated
one. | feel we are more of an
ad-hoc committee, called on
once a year and not a part of
the organization, [...] we have
no meaningful engagement
with members other than the
coordinator and facilitator of
the program,” says one of the
women of the Advisory Board.

How do we deal with the fact that the
people who give us so much of their
expertise do not feel connected?
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Shihwjh bwdwp funphpnuwndwlwu funphpnh
wunwdubkph puuwnuwwnnieniup swihwqulg
wndtpwynp E: Uju dbq uplnp wgnwlubp £ vwihy,
b huswbu Yupnn Bup L wbwp £ GEnwqujnd
quipgugubup dbp w2tuwwnwupp: UGup wjuinbn
Ygwulwuwjhup Yhudb| pubwnwwmwlwu npng
dwnpbpnyd L upwug Ynndhg Gwpnigwe Gupgbpnd:

— Ubp funpbpnwundwlwu
funp&nLpnubph npn wunwdubp
hpEug pwjwlwu ubpun Yuwwo
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«Ubtp Yuwwp $hihwjh GEwn, wuswdp
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filia has been undergoing an
organizational development
process for almost two years. In
this space, we reflect on and work
on our programmatic work and the
involvement of advisory boards.
Even larger issues, such as the
representation of marginalized
groups in all filias structures, are
also developed further here. Some
members of the Advisory Boards
see the progress of this process
as very slow. “Probably due to

the grand vision filia has invested
in, expectations were higher by
default.”

How can we respond to the desire to see
change more quickly?

/40

In a mostly white organization
that invites marginalized groups
to its advisory boards, the

topic of tokenism can come

up quickly. The Advisory Board
takes a very reflected approach
to the question. "As with every
issue, there are naturally two
sides to the story, and both

with valid points. What some
people would see as tokenism
and exploitation of the expertise
and hard work of refugee and
migrant [women*] without
giving an appropriate material
and emotional value in return

- others would rightfully see an
empowering, inclusive approach
to the integration of such
minority groups in the fabric of
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the social scene as well as into
the institutional structures.”

How can we make sure that any approach we
intend to be empowering is not just tokenism?

With these questions in mind we are on a good
path

The criticism of our advisory board helps us to
question practices that we have considered good for
years. As a result, we have included the fundamental
question of participation in our organizational
development process - also beyond specific funding
decisions. We know that we come up with answers
that feel like baby steps at first: For example, when
we establish that all advisory board members are
always invited to filia's annual foundation meeting.
Or that we will not carry out program development
without consulting our advisory boards. But with
these questions in the bag, we know that our path is
the right one.

One of the advisory board members acknowledges
this: “"Hope is the impetus to bring about change.
And despite all my skepticism, | did of course enter
the work of the Advisory Board with hope. My hopes
of getting something up together with this group of
FLINTA, of advancing and shaping something, were
more than fulfilled. Looking back on the two years, |
think it couldn't have gone better.”
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Equality Fund Response to the Recent
Earthquakes in Turkey and Syria: Moving
in Crisis'

Equality Fund

At the Equality Fund, we are introducing a total of four grantmaking
streams through? 2024 to support feminist movements in the many
diverse and powerful ways they show up across the world. We are
committed to responding to crises, whether disasters or conflict,
affecting communities where our partners work. Our Stream

4, "Prepare, Respond and Care,” is a multilayered grantmaking
approach that provides financial support to feminist organizations
and women's funds responding to crises at different levels—
including recovery and rebuilding in the medium and long term and
addressing disasters, armed conflict, and war, as well as other crises
in fragile contexts.

Stream 4 was developed given the need for women, girls and
non-binary people disproportionately impacted by crises to have
access to resources to respond at different levels. Our initial
efforts included resources for feminist funds providing support to
women's and LGBTQI+ organizations mobilizing around Russia’s
illegal invasion of Ukraine. Since then, we have provided flexible
funding to support feminist work across multiple additional crises,
from droughts in Kenya to floods in Pakistan to crises in Sudan
and Afghanistan. This aim was no different in our response to the
earthquake disaster in Syria and Turkey.

Responding to the earthquakes in Turkey and Syria
On February 6, two earthquakes devastated southeast Turkey and
northwest Syria, killing over 50,000 people® and displacing hundreds

of thousands more. Like all natural disasters, the earthquakes hit
women, girls and LGBTQI+ people particularly hard.
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After 12 years of civil war, Syria was already
dependent on international aid. When the
earthquakes hit, there were delays* in support of
arriving, given politics and donor fatigue. Women
who have shouldered the burdens of conflict
and displacement now faced new, desperate
challenges.® The trauma of the earthquakes on
top of the conflict sent the numbers of women
experiencing deep psychological distress®
skyrocketing.

In Turkey, we heard from our grantee-partner’, Pink
Life®, on the challenges facing LGBTQI+ people. In
the aftermath of the earthquake, LGBTQI+ people
experienced physical and psychological violence
based on their sexual orientation and gender
identity (including accusations that they were
responsible for the earthquake). LGBTQI+ people
face discrimination when accessing support

and services, often being denied transportation
and shelter. Many LGBTQI+ people could not

rely on their families for support and had trouble
accessing general relief services.

There is widespread evidence that women, girls and
LGBTQI+° people experience specific and disproportionate
harm in the wake of natural disasters.”®

Women and children are much more likely to die™
than men. Gender-based violence™ tends to rise.
There are challenges meeting reproductive health
needs like safe birthing facilities and menstrual
supplies. Traditional gender roles mean that women
and girls are generally responsible for finding water
and preparing meals in difficult circumstances,

as well as caring for children, the elderly, and

other vulnerable groups such as people with
disabilities. LGBTQI+ people are often excluded
from emergency shelters' and face increased
discrimination and violence. The Turkey-Syria
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earthquakes are no exception to these trends.

We Move to Respond

150

Following the earthquakes we reached out to
existing grantee partners and moved™ additional
funds to assist their work. We channeled more than
$1.3 million CAD to the following organizations:

Kadinlarla Dayanisma Vakfi/ Women's Solidarity
Foundation (KADAV) in Turkey: providing
support to local efforts in 11 devastated cities,
including responding to short-term needs such

as assistance on-site for housing, medical, legal,
psychological, education, vocational training, and
employment problems of women in the affected
regions.

Pink Life in Turkey: leading emergency responses
for the LGBTQI+ community in disaster areas

and providing basic support to members of the
community who cannot or are not accessing
Government services and support due to fear of
discrimination and violence. They also increased
the Pink Life clothing bank program—previously
supported by donations—by providing much
needed winter clothes, slippers, and basic hygiene
products to refugee trans people in Turkey,
including people in prison.

Urgent Action Fund for Women'’s Human Rights
(working regionally): working with its networks to
quickly get resources to those in need, including
support for psycho-social and emergency support
services, and relocation with a special focus on
the LGBTQI+ community and feminists working
with media. Recognizing that burnout is a major
challenge to feminist frontline responders and
movements, they have also included this as a
focus of their efforts.
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Global Resilience Fund (working regionally):
providing emergency rapid response grants to
young women-led, trans youth and girl-centered
groups who are directly impacted by and
responding to the Earthquake in Turkey, Syria

and Lebanon. They also conducted a series of
workshops focused on care and mental health grief
therapy to increase access to spaces of healing
support and accompaniment for LGBTQI+ people.
These workshops were conducted by different
facilitators and practitioners from across Turkey
and Syria, and Global Resilience Fund is looking
forward to expanding these spaces to other nearby
regions.

As illustrated above, a frontline feminist
movement response in Turkey and Syria includes:

— Creating safe spaces for women
and LGBTQI+ people

— Afocus on activist burnout, and

— Collective care and healing
spaces.

Local Solutions Built to Last

Through it all, our response in Syria and Turkey reflects the
deep values at the core of all our Stream 4 work: feminist
solidarity front and centre, with a commitment to listening
deeply to organizations on the frontlines and following
their leadership for local solutions built to last.
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We will continue to engage with feminist
responders in Turkey and Syria. We will continue to
highlight how women's and LGBTQI+ organizations
are delivering services to those often missed by
traditional humanitarian agencies. We will also be
advancing discussions on how feminists define,
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prepare for and respond to the crises that are all
too common in today’s world. And how, as the
Equality Fund, we can continue to support this
essential work.

We invite you to move with us and show your
support by donating in support of these feminist
frontline organizations.
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Stories of Resilience and Solidarity:
Case study

UN Trust Fund to End Violence
against Women

Violence against women and girls is a pervasive, widespread,

and grave human rights violation with immediate and long-term
repercussions for women and girls, families, and societies. In

recent times, there has been an alarming increase in opposition to
women's rights and a backlash against feminist movements globally.
Shrinking spaces for women and girls, along with escalating and
protracted conflicts and other overlapping crises, continue to put
the lives and bodies of women and girls at increased risk of violence.

In response to this grave situation, the UN Trust Fund to End
Violence against Women (UN Trust Fund), managed by UN Women
on behalf of the UN system, is supporting 191 projects aimed at
preventing and responding to violence against women and girls

in 68 countries and territories, across five regions, with grants
totalling $92.1 million. It is also evolving and adapting to ensure the
organizational sustainability and resilience of grantee organizations.
Since the fund was established in 1996, it has provided grants worth
a total of $225,837,268 to 670 initiatives across 140 countries and
territories.

Impact of multiple crises

The compounding impacts of global, regional, and national crises,
including climate emergencies, violent conflicts and economic
shocks, have significantly increased the need for humanitarian
assistance, including life-saving protection from gender-based
violence. In 2022, an estimated 406.6 million people needed
humanitarian assistance, with the vast majority (83 per cent) living
in contexts of protracted crisis. This has a disproportionate impact
on women and girls, who have experienced an intensification of
different forms of violence and an increased risk of violence. For
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instance, in crisis settings, 70 percent of women
experience gender-based violence, compared with
35 percent of women worldwide. Civil society and
women'’s rights organizations, which are at the
forefront of providing life-saving interventions and
preventing violence in crisis situations, comprise
over half of the UN Trust Fund’s active grantees,
with grants totalling $55.5 million.

As crises continue to unfold around the world,
the need for long-term, core and flexible funding
to support civil society and women'’s rights
organizations in addressing gender-based
violence and meeting the needs of women and
girls remains vital.

Critical role of front-line organizations

The UN Trust Fund's experience underscores

the adaptability and resilience of front-line local
and community organizations when it comes to
leading efforts to prevent and respond to violence
against women and girls, regardless of whether it
occurs in a humanitarian, peace or development
context. Front-line civil society and women's rights
organizations are critical to supporting women
and girls and have shown remarkable flexibility in
navigating rapidly evolving and complex situations
while maintaining a focus on interventions to
prevent and end this egregious human rights
violation.

Investing in strengthening women-led, feminist and
women’s rights organizations at various levels, whether

in one country or many, is essential. Such support equips
these organizations to effectively prepare for, respond to
and recover from the dynamic and overlapping challenges
present in today’s world.
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These organizations are critical to safeguarding
women and girls from all forms of violence across
the humanitarian-development-peace nexus.

Additional support for grantees working in
crisis situations

The UN Trust Fund has included measures to
support grantees coping with unprecedented
changes resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic,
the increased backlash against women's rights,
and escalating conflicts, among other crises. Such
measures include providing contingency funding,
as well as resourcing practices related to self-care
and collective care while increasing access to
flexible and core funding.

For example, in Ukraine, the non-governmental
organization Club Eney, a UN Trust Fund grantee,
is leading a project to prevent gender-based
violence and the spread of HIV among women
who use drugs, self-identified women sex workers,
women living with HIV, and internally displaced
women. In response to the war, Club Eney
adapted its screening and intervention tool to
guide women at risk through risk assessments
and safety planning, and provided allowances for
evacuation, food and medication for project staff
and beneficiaries. It also provided supplies for
internally displaced women to help them grow
vegetables and improve food security. To address
the rise in violence against women due to the war-
related humanitarian crisis, which puts increased
pressure on women and families, Club ENEY
provided 315 women with food, medication, and
informational support with reallocated funds from
the UN Trust Fund.
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Analysing the challenges

In 2023, the UN Trust Fund commissioned and
published a scoping study to examine how
humanitarian action operates in the context of
increasingly complex crises, focusing in particular
on how these crises affect the prevention of and
response to violence against women and girls.
The study found that women-led organizations
and women's rights organizations are chronically
underfunded and often lack sufficient recognition
by donors. It also found that the UN Trust Fund
can play a key role in supporting platforms for
women's rights and civil society organizations to
foster partnerships with larger organizations that
influence humanitarian work. In addition, the UN
Trust Fund supports civil society and women'’s
rights organizations in building organizational
capacities through long-term investments,

which are crucial to enable them to act in rapidly
changing crisis contexts.

Also in 2023, the UN Trust Fund analysed its
conceptual framework approach to organizational
resilience through data collection and
simultaneous dialogue with grantee organizations,
creating new practice-based knowledge around
the subject. The UN Trust Fund has been investing
in grantee organizational resilience for 15 years
including through flexible budget provisions,
improvements to flexible and core funding, and
capacity enhancement, among other measures.
The study found that these provisions, coupled
with long-term strategies and planning and
supportive work environments such as feminist
leadership and community engagement were key
to having a resilient organization. Key findings
include that CSOs/WROs persist and endure
challenges to deliver interventions to prevent and
end violence against women and girls, despite
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challenges including active resistance and
insufficient funding.

“It is about adaptability, malleability, that organizations
can move to be resilient and face the waves ... we need

to face the waves of crises, whether the war in Ukraine,
migration, the earthquake in Haiti, so many things that hit
us every day, so it would be logical that we are moving from
one side [to] the next, but also to find the capacity to face

these needs without losing the essence of the organization”

- focus group participant, South America

Investing in organizational resilience in times of
crisis

The examples below highlight the impact and
changes in the lives of women and girls led by the
efforts and response of grantees. While navigating
rapid and complex contextual changes, grantees
adapted to make organizational changes that
showed tangible results and resilience.

Grantees act as first responders to the rising risks of
violence against women and girls in increasingly complex
crises and uncertain contexts.
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Building resilience involves organizational efforts
to adapt risk management systems that can
withstand challenges created by rapidly changing
contexts. It also involves donor adaptation in
grant-giving practices that acknowledge initiatives
by civil society and women's rights organizations
in prioritizing women's safety and empowerment
in all circumstances.

Grantees' strengthened their organizational
resilience, which helped them to adapt and pivot
their response to women’s and girls' needs in
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the context of crises, including the COVID-19
pandemic.

For example, in Eswatini’, UN Trust Fund grantee
Swatini Action Group Against Abuse (SWAGAA)
enhanced its support for survivors of violence
through community-driven initiatives, specifically
targeting adolescent girls and young women
living with disabilities and refugees. It reached
3,240 adolescent girls and young women, 69

per cent of whom reported feeling safer and
more protected from violence at the end of

the project. The organization reported that
access to learning resources from the UN

Trust Fund helped them design more inclusive
interventions such as incorporating sign language
interpretation. Further, SWAGAA strengthened
their organizational systems on programme
management, which equipped them to improve
their gender-based violence prevention
framework. The organization also utilized
additional funding for institutional strengthening
to embed emergency response readiness in their
programmes to ensure project continuity, which
included making their free hotline digital.

Grantees’ experiences of effective adaptation highlight the
value of localized interventions and their ability to rapidly

pivot to the needs of women and girls in changing contexts.

Innovative solutions to improve organizational
resilience

Grantees creatively used improved technology-
facilitated solutions born out of the COVID-19
pandemic to increase both outreach and access
to services. They also recognized that co-creation
with community members had proved to be
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catalytic for enhancing collective preparedness
and institutional changes.

Rising food insecurity and economic injustice prompted
adaptations to address the intersection between women'’s
economic empowerment and violence against women and

girls.

Finally, investment in collective and self-care
emerged as an effective way to enable reflection

and analysis of their organization'’s resilience needs.

For example, in the Democratic Republic of

Congo, the grantee Dynamique des Femmes
Juristes (DFJ) operated in a context of multiple,
overlapping crises in North Kivu province. These
included: the COVID-19 pandemic, which paralysed
all institutions, including courts and tribunals; a
state of siege (similar to a state of emergency) in
the project area that replaced civilian authorities
with military authorities and civilian courts with
military courts; the 2021 eruption of the Nyiragongo
volcano near the provincial capital, Goma, which
damaged infrastructure, impacting women and
girls; and the ongoing war between the M23 armed
group and the national army, which left women
and girls at increased risk of violence and with very
limited access to justice.

Recognizing that organizational resilience

and crisis preparedness are key to long-term
sustainability beyond the project, DFJ adapted its
policies, procedures, practices and systems. This
included promoting mobile court hearings and
training magistrates and court officers to ensure
an appropriate judicial response during multiple
crises. This practice was replicated elsewhere and
has improved access to justice for survivors of
violence against women and girls.
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Overall, through investment in the organizational
resilience and preparedness of civil society and
women's rights organizations, the UN Trust Fund
enables organizations to continue operating in
crisis settings while pursuing a localized feminist
agenda.
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Extract from Chapter 11. Ukrainian
Feminists Have Lessons to Teach Us
about War, pp. 160-164. “Twelve Feminist

Lessons of War”

Cynthia Enloe,
University of California Press, 2023

Reprinted with the written agreement from the author, with a
foreword to the article by Marta Chumalo who is featured in the
extract.

The war became a great test of our resilience. From the first
days of the war, we encountered human pain, sorrow, and
suffering. It was sometimes very hard to bear.

In the first days of the war, thousands of people passing through
Lviv were going west - to peaceful Europe. Many women were in a
very vulnerable state - without documents, without money, without
knowledge of the language, very often without even a change

of clothes. We deployed support points and gave women the
opportunity to stay in decent conditions, rest, and often even stay in
our shelters.

From the first days of the war, we felt help and solidarity.
Every day | received dozens and hundreds of messages

from my friends and colleagues from all over the world:
“How are you?’, “How can | help you?”’, “We are with you!”, “If
you decide to come, my home is open for you!” - these are
the words that gave strength and understanding that as
long as | can - | will stay.

It was and still is scary. But we learned to live and work during
the war.
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We started a humanitarian direction. We - the
“Centre "Women's Perspectives” - a human rights
organization - began delivering food kits to places
of mass concentration of IDPs, sending clothes
and basic necessities for women to areas close to
the contact line, opening shelters for IDP women,
helping elderly women, women with disabilities,
women with children, women with mental
disorders, single women and many other people
from particularly vulnerable categories who found
it much more difficult to survive during the war
than others.

War is often a test of humanity, sensitivity and
dignity. We have seen a lot of different things
during these two and a half years of Russia’s
full-scale invasion of the territory of Ukraine. But
the readiness to help other people, kindness,
openness, optimism was very inspiring.

Since the first months of the war, we have
resumed our human rights activities. We have
seen that violence is increasing and we have
continued our support for women affected by
violence. Now we have almost stopped our
humanitarian component, as large humanitarian
funds and organizations have come to Ukraine
and have undertaken humanitarian support.

Now we see a lot of fatigue around us. People have
been working at their limits for a very long time.
But we also see more and more problems that
arise. Conflict-related sexual violence, psychiatric
disorders, violence by the military, domestic
violence, child abuse - these are the problems that
are acute in Ukraine today.

Already during the war in June 2022, Ukraine
ratified the Istanbul Convention. For us, this was
the end of a big stage in the direction of ensuring
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the rights of women and children affected by
violence. Now we are at a new stage. At the stage
of implementation of the Istanbul Convention. |
believe that we will pass many more stages and
victories on our way. Feminist initiatives in Ukraine
have shown themselves very well. We passed the
test for solidarity, strength and viability. We have
become stronger and | am convinced that we

will continue to defend the rights of women in
Ukraine, no matter what!

Marta Chumalo,
Women's Perspectives Center, Ukraine

* %k %

“Challenging violence against women had been a principal
commitment of Ukrainian feminists since national
independence in 1991.

Marta Chumalo, a psychologist, has been among
the campaign’'s most determined activists. As
part of that campaign, Marta co-founded Lviv's
Women's Perspectives Center — an independent
feminist organization dedicated to charting
violence against Ukrainian women. It has pressed
all arms of the government to take the violence
seriously by holding perpetrators accountable
and training civil servants and NGO activists in
feminist analysis. It has held workshops to raise
awareness of violence among diverse women.
Contrary to local folk wisdom, they learn, “Beating
is not a form of love.”

Marta and her colleagues launched the Center

in 1998, seven years after the collapse of the
Soviet Union and Ukraine's formal independence.
Marta and her Center colleagues lived through
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the country’s 2004 “Orange Revolution,” which,
disappointingly, did not end the government's
rampant corruption.

Corruption is always gendered. Women and

men do not play identical roles in political

and bureaucratic corruption. More often than
not, while women can become corrupt, the
relationships that grease the wheels of corruption
are masculinized relationships, relationships
that depend on certain understandings shared
among well-placed men. Rule of law is meant

to disrupt those distorted, anti-democratic
relationships. Ukrainian women's advocates have
been advocates for the rule of law because it
makes governance fairer, more transparent and
more open to civil society’s input.' In the area of
violence against women, police officers widely
known to take bribes are not police officers to
whom a woman suffering domestic violence by a
male partner is likely to report abuse.?

Nine years after the Orange Revolution, Marta
and her co-activists experienced a more effective
popular uprising. Today it is referred to as the
“Revolution of Dignity.” From November 2013
through February 2014, Ukrainians of disparate
backgrounds - students and their parents, Jews
and Christians, LGBTQ activists and tradespeople,
small town residents and city dwellers — flocked
to the central plaza of Kyiv, the "“Maidan,” to
challenge the increasingly corrupt and autocratic
president who had caved in to Putin's demand that
Ukraine give up its candidacy for EU membership.
There in the Maidan, defying the regime’s security
forces' brutality, many Ukrainians felt as though,
for the first time in Ukraine's history, they were
creating a genuine civil society. There was a
gender division of labor among the protestors,
with mostly men building the barricades and
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mostly women supplying food and nursing, but
everyone in the Maidan, it seemed, felt that,
together, they were making history. It was a
memorable collective moment.?

Marta and Women'’s Perspectives were part of
the country’s vibrant post-Maidan civil society.
The Center’s work was intended to ensure that
women were full participants in the still-nascent
bottom-up democracy. They argued that a woman
threatened by domestic violence could not act

as a full citizen. A woman subjected to any sort

of violence who could not trust the police, public
prosecutors or judges to effectively pursue her
charges was being denied full citizenship. Without
effectively challenging violence against women,
the promise of Ukrainian democracy could not be
fulfilled.

By 2021, in the middle of the Covid lockdown, Marta and the
Center’s activists were labeling the level of men’s violence
against Ukrainian women “femicide.”

They argued that the scale of male violence
endured by women across Ukraine had reached
such an extraordinary level that it qualified as
murder of an entire class of persons. The Center
announced, therefore, that it was establishing

a new program: the National Femicide Watch.
The project’s staff would track murders of
Ukrainian women, as well as police responses
and prosecutorial and judicial actions. Its staff
would also monitor what, if any, protective orders
were issued by authorities against threatening
potential perpetrators. National Femicide Watch
would use its findings to lobby for reforms in both
government policy and practice.?

To document the dire condition of women in
Ukraine internationally — and to ensure that the
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government did not underplay its extent — Marta
Chumalo and two attorneys from Women's
Perspectives submitted a formal report to the UN
Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women
and Girls. The Special Rapporteur had been
launched by the UN Human Rights Council in 1994
under pressure from feminists inside and outside
the UN who asserted that violence against women
was neither merely a private affair nor only a
national concern.

Violence against women, they contended, denied
women the basic human rights that the UN was
established to uphold.®

What happens to violence against women in war
and how should feminists think about violence
against women when militarized violence has
engulfed the entire society? After the February
2022 Russian invasion, priorities shifted for
Ukrainian government officials. There was less
public money to support shelters for women
victims of domestic violence. There were fewer
police officers to respond to women'’s calls for
protection. There was less “bandwidth” for civilian
Ukrainian feminists to have lessons to teach us

- policy-makers - to think about non-war-related
violence against women. Marta and her feminist
colleagues insisted that wartime did not make
violence against women beside the point. Just the
opposite. If Ukraine was going to effectively wage
its defensive war against Russian aggression,

the country’s women, as well as its men, would
need to be capable of acting as fully functioning
citizens. Yet the conditions of war exacerbated the
factors causing violence against women.®

Documented sexual abuse by occupying Russian
soldiers had to be prosecuted, but those were
not the only sorts of violence against Ukrainians
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that needed to be made public and challenged
during this war. Since the invasion, more Ukrainian
women in villages and cities were living on their
own. There were fewer streetlights. There were
more men on the streets. More Ukrainian men had
guns.’

Marta, along with other Ukrainian feminists,
stepped up their pressure on the government

of President Volodymyr Zelensky and his party,
Servant of the People, to push members of
parliament (now one-fiftth women) to ratify

the Istanbul Convention on Preventing and
Combating Violence Against Women. For six
years, conservative members of the legislature,
the Rada, backed by the country’s conservative
religious clergymen, had refused to ratify the
Istanbul Convention, claiming that its concept of
gender legitimized gay marriage and undermined
the family. Zelensky and his party, though elected
in 2019 in a fair election and promising to protect
democracy and weed out corruption, had waffled,
not wanting to upset the conservatives.®

Feminists, however, kept pressing Zelensky

and his allies. In June 2022, they prevailed. The
Rada ratified the Istanbul Convention. For the
first time, the Ukrainian government was legally
committed to creating effective state mechanisms
and practices to combat and prosecute men'’s
violence against women.® Nor did wartime take
the topic of militarized masculinities off Ukrainian
feminists’ proverbial table. Four months after
their parliamentary victory, Marta organized a
feminist workshop. Women came to Lviv to take
part, despite Russian missiles raining down on
the country. The participants wanted to share
their ideas about what men's militarization in
wartime meant for women. In their own feminist
and humanitarian work to support women, they
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were seeing Ukrainian men returning from combat
taking out their anger or trauma on women in
their households. This could not be shoved to the
proverbial back burner. It had to be challenged by
Ukrainian women now, during wartime.”
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'One of Ukraine's feminist civil-society
groups working to establish the rule

of law is Women Lawyers of Ukraine
(JurFem): Hrystyna Kit, “Helping
Ukraine's Sex-Crime Survivors” on
World Today, Chatham House, February
3,2023: www.chathamhouse.org,
accessed February 3, 2023. The memoir
by an American woman ambassador

to Ukraine who advocated for the rule
of law in the crucial years after the
Russian conquest of Crimea, and who
resisted the Trump administration’s
questionable attempts to gain influence
with the Ukrainian government, is: Marie

Yovanovitch, Lessons from the Edge: A

Memoir (New York: Mariner Books, 2022).

2Regarding efforts to create new citizen-
friendly police in Ukraine: Marc Santora,
“Drunks and Drones: Life as a Cop in
Kyiv"in New York Times, February 10,
2023.

3 A graphic account of Ukraine's
Revolution of Dignity, based on
interviews with participants, is: Marci
Shore, The Ukrainian Night: An Intimate
History of Revolution (New Haven, CT:
Yale University Press, 2017).
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The World is Bleeding...
Don't Look Away'’

Lina AbiRafeh
This piece was written together with Kit Nicholson.

These days, all of my attention is hyperfocused on Palestine. |
cannot eat or sleep without thinking about the relentless genocide
in Gaza. Because they do not eat or sleep.

The death toll? in Gaza has risen to 31,726 with an estimated 73,792
injured. Violence in the West Bank is escalating® more and more
every day, and the looming man-made (Israeli and American) famine
in Gaza has already killed* 27 children. Even as | type these figures,
they've increased.

At the same time, the world is full of atrocities. Peace is scarce —
seemingly impossible. The insatiable quest for power continues
nearly unabated, no matter who it kills in its pursuit. There's an
epidemic of violence, and I'm trying to keep focus on as much of it
as | can digest in these dark and difficult days.

It is impossible to list everything, but I'm thinking of specific countries
where I've lived and worked and others | try to support from a
distance. Places like Haiti, Afghanistan, and Sudan along with other
major conflicts around the world — to make sure that we are actively
holding space and advocating for everyone as much as we can.

| want to do both — remain steadfast in my focus on Palestine and
also remain concerned about other places around the world. My
heart is big enough to exist in multiple spaces at once.

Because, well, in the words of American civil rights leader Fannie
Lou Hamer:
“Nobody’s free until everybody’s free.”

The 2024 Emergency Watchlist® by the International Rescue
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Committee (IRC) highlights 20 countries across the
globe that face the greatest threat of humanitarian
emergency and catastrophe. From Burkina Faso

to Niger, more than half of these 20 localities have

a majority Black population. Yet, how often have

we seen Sudan, Congo, or Haiti talked about on

the news or on social media? How often are we
updated on the situation on the ground in these
countries? What about the political context and our
own role in the ongoing violence?

| remain incredibly thankful and inspired by the
relentless mass demonstrations the world over
for Palestine these past six months. At the same
time, | don't want to lose focus on other places. It's
impossible to summarize them all, but here are a
few we should care about.

Unless otherwise specified, most of the following
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data has been synthesized from two reliable sources
in the know: The IRC 2024 Emergency Watchlist® and
Human Rights Watch World Report 2024’

Afghanistan

While the economic situation in the country

has gotten marginally better since 2023, just
over 23 million people — 55% of the population
— still remain in dire need of humanitarian
assistance. Nearly half of the country lives at

or below the international poverty line and an
increasingly unstable climate threatens the lives
and livelihoods of those most vulnerable. Recent
earthquakes and floods have rocked and further
destabilized the country. Crop production and
food supplies in the north and northeast regions
have dropped dramatically which has led to
increasing levels of food insecurity.

Since the Taliban came back to power in 2021,
the rights of women and girls within the country
have been the most severely affected. In addition
to mandatory face veiling, women must be
accompanied by a male chaperone in most places
and are forbidden from attaining any secondary
or higher education. Over 60,000 women lost
their jobs as the government forcefully closed all
beauty salons, a key place of female employment.
In addition, recent tensions with neighboring
countries such as Pakistan has forced around
500,000 Afghan refugees residing in Pakistan to
return home.

I've written a few books and many blogs on this
incredibly special place. It deserves our full
attention. See a few other pieces here® and here®.
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Image by Annette Jones rom Pixabay

Democratic Republic of the Congo

The country houses Africa’s largest number

of internally displaced people — nearly seven
million Although the DRC has been on the IRC
watchlist for over ten years, the current and fragile
government has done little to ease the suffering
of its people. The DRC also houses the world's
largest number of people in need of humanitarian
assistance — over 25 million.

Over 120 armed groups are reported to be
operating within the eastern parts of the country.
M23, a Rwanda-backed militia, has been at

the forefront of much of this violence against
government forces. Meanwhile, excessive police
violence has increased in the capital Kinshasa as
the government cracks down on the freedoms of
speech and assembly. All forms of sexual violence
are rampant, and continue with relative impunity.

s
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A recent interview™ with a Congolese woman
once again exposes the horrors to the world. In
her words:

“After they killed him [my husband], they cut off his
legs and private parts. They cooked the body parts
and told me to eat it. They told me that if | didn't
sleep with all of them, they were going to kill me.”

This story, like many others, has been met with
relative silence.

Ethiopia

Ethiopia was once in the news for active clashes
between the Ethiopian government and the Tigray
People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) in the northern
region of the country. In 2022, the two parties
signed a ceasefire agreement that is tentatively
still lasting. However, Ethiopia remains a hotspot
because successive years of crippling droughts
have decimated the resiliency of communities

in southern regions. With El Nifio on the horizon,
the country expects massive flooding to
compound the struggles of these already fragile
communities.

Approximately 20 million people remain in need
of humanitarian assistance. And other clashes

in the regions of Oromia and Amhara threaten to
spill over. Already, human rights groups are noting
hundreds of civilian casualties and a weak judicial
system that leaves perpetrators unaccountable.

More than 90,000 refugees from Ethiopia living in
Sudan recently made their way back into Ethiopia
as the situation in Sudan deteriorated rapidly
this past year. Food insecurity and gender-based
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violence continue to be the country’s most
pressing issues.

Despite a truce in Tigray, women in the region
have been continually forced into sexual slavery,
and many reports of Eritrean forces raping and
assaulting Tigrayan women and girls continue

to come to light. Gender-based violence in the
region is being perpetrated along ethnic lines with
women being targeted for being simply Tigrayan.

Here™ is my old post on Ethiopia — the situation
has only gotten worse since then.

“The Tigray crisis is playing out on the bodies of women
and girls. Even one case of rape is too many.”

-Lina AbiRafeh
Haiti

Two major incidents have put this country into the
spotlight once again. After a mass prison break™
in early March of this year by some of the more
than 300 armed street gangs that currently hold
more power than the weak central government
(and hold 80% of the capital of Port-au-Prince),
the interim Prime Minister Ariel Henry agreed to
step down™ citing the chaos in the country as his
motivating factor. Henry was forced to power in
2021 after the assassination of the ex-President
Jovenel Molse which left the already-unstable
country in even greater turmoil. The country’s
neighbor, the Dominican Republic, also recently
returned almost 100,000 people to Haiti, although
some were Dominican citizens.

The Haitian government has a barely functioning
political system which cannot meet the needs of
its people. More than 40% of the country faces
regular food insecurity and access to reliable
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electricity, education, and sanitation is limited. In
October of 2023, the United Nations authorized

a Kenyan-led stabilization mission to the country
that has yet to materialize because of various
concerns about the legality of such an action and
the harm an influx of more armed personnel might
mean to civilians.

For Haitian women, the country’s instability
only leads to more challenges. Haiti currently
has a total ban on abortion, but a revised penal
code going into place this year will allow it in
cases of medical necessity and up to 12 weeks
of pregnancy. It's not perfect, but it's progress.
Between January and May of 2023, MSF treated
over 1,000 survivors of violent sexual assault —

more than double the amount
of the previous year in the same
time period. As Haiti returns to
instability, it is Haitian women
and girls who bear the brunt.

News about Iran once flooded
our screens after the death of
Mahsa Amini at the hands of
the country’s morality police in
September 2022. Since then,
the rest of the world has moved
on to other issues, but the
situation in Iran remains grave.
The government continues to
crack down on women'’s rights,
freedom of expression, and
assembly of its citizens.

The rights of women and girls
. remain severely restricted and
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under fire. Girls aged 13 and under are still legally
allowed to be married. Similarly, according to
Human Rights Watch™, over 165 women have been
reported as being murdered by their male partner
since 2021 — an average of one every 4 days. Since
the Women, Life, Freedom protests, human rights
groups have been investigating the death of over
500 protestors — 68 of whom were children.

All because we are not seeing news on Iran does
not mean that things are ok. See my other articles
on Iran here™ and here,

Sudan

Sudan finds itself embroiled in a civil war between
the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid
Support Forces (RSF). In less than a year, the
number of people in dire need of humanitarian
assistance rose from 15.8 million to 24.8 million,
a majority of whom are women and girls. For
reference, that's the equivalent of the entire
country of Austria descending into chaos in

only 12 months. Bombs and heavy artillery are
commonplace in civilian/urban areas and the
United Nations estimates that 9,000 people have
been killed since the beginning of the conflict in
April 2023.

To make matters worse, a genocide is playing out
in Darfur as the majority Arab RSF attacks the
indigenous Massalit population. Fractures like
this are playing out throughout the country as

the population is divided along ethnic lines. With
cities and urban centers acting as playgrounds for
militants and more than 70% of the critical health
infrastructure damaged during the war, experts
are warning of critical failure of the country’s

vital systems as famine and disease increase
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dramatically.

Women make up the majority of the 1.3 million
refugees that have fled the country to other
neighboring states. Similarly, UN experts have
already verified that a majority of the gender-
based sexual violence happening in Khartoum
and Darfur is specifically along ethnic lines. That
is, women are becoming targets of sexual assault
simply because of their ethnicity as Massalit.

Everywhere else...
There are many more places in need of our

attention, advocacy, and support. These
humanitarian catastrophes are overwhelming.

And we know too well from experience that in insecure
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contexts, women and girls suffer more.

The numbers themselves are shocking. How do
we begin to help when the need is in the tens of
millions?! There's a risk that all these figures blur
together and people’s lived experiences get lost.
It seems far easier to shrug and do nothing. But |
don't think so. Activism is about intent — actively
centering our humanity and compassion in our
analysis and understanding of world politics. Sure,
it's ugly. But we cannot look away.

At the same time, it is important to critically
examine how each of these countries ties into the
fabric of Empire. Much as we know that the US's
new “temporary” dock” along Gaza's coastline has
nothing to do with the delivery of humanitarian
aid and all to do with advancing US interests in
the region, we know that the instability of these
countries only furthers the agenda of the powers
that be.

Uynep...
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With our attention and advocacy, one day that balance will
tip in our favor. It's starting to change alreadly...
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Voices of Strength: Sudanese Women's
Resilience Amid War and Conflict

SUWRA, Sudan

Sudan is living in a perpetual state of crisis for the last 6 years. The
political instability before and after the revolution of 2018, increased
the risks of the downfall of the state. The revolution itself was a
collective preventive act to protect the country from this frightening
future. The war of April 15th, 2023, preceded by the coup of October
25th, 2021, created the momentum of the worst fears of Sudanese
people. Through the last 3 years, Sudanese women lived in a
constant state of interconnected crises.

Sudanese women are encountering unprecedented crises
that threaten their lives and fundamental rights. Women's
groups and activists are working under catastrophic conditions
to respond to the intersectional and multifaceted crises.

With limited resources and increasing risks these efforts of local
women'’s groups are threatened to stop every day. One of the leaders
of women's groups providing small portions of food for poor women
said that some of their local donations stopped due to the group
support of protests during the coup. The donors used to support
them said that they will not donate to a group supporting the
protest movement. The divisions across the political sphere had
direct and indirect impact on women groups ability to respond to
the rising crises in Sudan. The failure of local women's groups to do
their essential work to provide support to affected communities
will intensify the impact of the crises on Sudanese people at several
levels.
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From the hot zones in conflict areas to the frontlines of
protests, women activists and women groups are the
first responders to the complex crises in Sudan since the
military coup of October 2021.

Women have led the calls and mobilization efforts
to resist the military take over. In conflict areas
women are leading the local support networks
that interact with the major displacement and
humanitarian crises in 3 regions of Sudan.

In the events of inter community conflicts in Eastern Sudan
and Blue Nile regions, women led the process of collection
of aid for locally displaced communities, while advocating
for peace and coexistence.

Following the war of April 2023, The Emergency
Response Rooms in neighborhoods of Khartoum
and other states are grassroots civic groups

that emerged to respond to the crisis. These
groups have their roots in the Neighborhood
Resistance Committees, the cluster local groups
that mobilized people during the 2018 revolution
and during the resistance against the coup.
Women and youth within resistance committees,
women's groups including other CSOs such as
professional unions, created Emergency Rooms
at neighborhood levels to respond to urgent
needs. Since the first week of the war, members
of these rooms organized evacuations, allocated
safe routes, mobilized resources to ensure
medical support, food supplies, documentation
of violations, and distribution of available
humanitarian aid. These operations on the ground
were largely funded by Sudanese in diaspora.

Amid these crises, women groups are the leading
response at different levels that includes:
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Humanitarian Aid: women
activists were first responders to
conflict affected communities
in Sudan. They led the efforts of
community support in Darfur
regions across the continuous
conflicts since the coup. In
small, but effective efforts,
women'’s groups on the ground
are taking responsibility for
acting as early responders to
every conflict in the country.
Providing clothing, food, and
shelters, when possible. In
central, western and eastern
Sudan, women are playing an
important role to create safe
zones for locally displaced
communities.

Resistance and leading pro-
democracy and peace building
movement: women activists
and groups led the resistance
movement with youth groups
and resistance committees
during the coup. Women

have led the calls for ending

the military engagementin
politics and warned about the
military coup 4 months before

it happened in 2021. The role of
women in protests is not limited
to protesting and showing up in
large numbers on streets, but
they are contributing to building
the pro-democratic movement
that pushes for structural
changes in the political system
in Sudan. Women's groups
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were leading discussions on
legal reforms, security sector
reforms and the constitutional
building process that will lead
to sustainable democratic
change. They are fighting on
different fronts to protect their
rights, as the patriarchal system
continues to dominate the
Sudanese public and political
sphere. Following the war,
women are leading the calls

for peace and risking their own
safety to become peacemakers
at the local community levels.

Women and Human rights
advocacy: The important role
of women in advocating for the
respect and implementation

of human and women's rights

in Sudan increased since

the military coup. Women
activists led the efforts for
documentation and exposed
the human rights crimes against
Sudanese people. Women
groups, journalists and WHRDs
advocated at the international
and local levels against the
mounting violations. They faced
increasing threats because

of their advocacy. Dozens of
WHRDs are being detained,
threatened, and women’s groups
are facing rising risks. After

the war, women'’s leadership in
documentation and monitoring
of violations within and outside
Sudan was essential to inform
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the world of the catastrophe in
the country. Women'’s groups led
the calls for peace and continue
to raise their voices to end the
war in Sudan.

Peace making and peace
building: During the coup,
women activists from conflict
areas in Eastern Sudan, Blue Nile,
Nuba mountains and Darfur are
playing vital roles in defusing
intercommunal conflicts. They
are fighting hate speech, racism,
and discrimination in local
communities to ensure peaceful
coexistence among rival groups.
In the Eastern Sudan city of
PortSudan, women led the efforts
to make local dialogues to ease
the tension after several clashes
in the city in the last couple of
years. Similar efforts took place
in Blue Nile state after conflict
last year. The knowledge of local
communities made women the
most effective peace makers in
many circumstances.

After the war of April 15th,
women are leading efforts to call
for an end to the war. WHRDs are
organizing local communities to
build solidarity and resilience,
while fighting militarization of
the public space. Some women
groups like “No to Women's
Oppression” tried to organize
public events, but the authorities
dispersed their gathering.
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Transitional Justice and
accountability: The efforts

for making transitional justice
part of the crises solutions in
Sudan is one of the priorities for
women’s groups. Organizations,
like Martyrs Families
Organizations, which fight for
justice for protesters killed
since the revolution is led by
women and mothers of martyrs.
The organization with other
NGOs and lawyers pushed for
Sudan joining the International
Criminal Court during the
transitional government. Women
leading these organizations

are seeking a justice and
accountability process that will
lead to wider transitional justice
operations. The current war in
Sudan is internally linked to the
lack of effective transitional
justice process in the country.
Therefore, women leading
these efforts are playing an
important role in defining the
future of the country. Mothers
of martyrs in Sudan became
respected community figures
and leaders of change. They
played an important role in
mobilization against the military
coup since the first day and
continue to lead the efforts for
justice and democratic change
that will ensure comprehensive
accountability that will not
exclude military leadership.
These efforts for transitional
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justice were interrupted by

the war, but more women and
mothers of martyrs are joining
the movement. As the war
expands in violating human
rights, justice and accountability
is now one of the main pathways
to bring sustainable peace in
Sudan.

Economic crisis and climate
change: Sudan’s economy
deteriorated in record-breaking
numbers within the last 2 years.
Poverty and food insecurity
indicators are frightening, as
half of the population need
humanitarian aid this year
according to the UN. Women
activists are working in different
areas to respond to this crisis.
Some women's groups were
providing support for small
income generation projects

for women, training for the

job market for women with

no formal education, or direct
support to poor women. But
these efforts are limited due to
the lack of resources available
for women'’s groups working on
these issues and the ongoing
war in Sudan. On the other
hand, the climate change crisis
is affecting women in Sudan
during the flood season, as

350 thousand families were
affected by the flood last year.
Some women activists work as
volunteers to provide urgent
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support for affected families
raising funds from Sudanese in
diaspora to provide urgent aid.
Women leading these efforts
were attacked by the military
and some of them were accused
of collecting funds to support
the protests movement after
the coup. After the war women
working in the humanitarian
sector are risking their lives

to provide support across

the country. The war created
dangerous working conditions
and prevented efforts to reach
most vulnerable communities.

Women activists and groups play a primary role

in responding to the intersectional crises in
Sudan. But these efforts are limited by different
challenges and risks. Women'’s groups faced
difficulties to return to work normally after the
military coup. Amid the war, most women's groups
are struggling to survive or deliver support to
their communities. Although they continue to
take immense responsibilities to respond to the
ongoing crises, they are facing internal crises
that threaten their ability to continue their work.
They worked through 5 long years of continuous
crises; their strength and resources were drained.
International actors must act urgently and
immediately to empower women'’s groups in
Sudan and build their resilience to continue to
lead the responses on the ground.
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There is No End to War

Susanna Shahnazaryan

Muunbkpuqihu JEpe shw

UnLuwUuw Cwhuwqupjuu

My grandmother was a communist, but she would curse
Stalin.

She would say that it was not Hitler who sent her husband to the
front.

They had been married for several years when the Great Patriotic
War started. After having two sons they were expecting a daughter,
whom my grandfather never saw. My aunt was born months after
the war started, when her father was already at the front. She never
concealed the fact that she had always envied the children who had
a father. She would say that she always missed the father she had
never seen.

In the third year of the war, they received the news of my
grandfather’s death. My father’s aunt Milvar was married at that
time but had no children. Seeing the helpless and difficult situation
of her brother’s wife, she separated from her husband in order to
help take care of the children.

Nobody seemed to care that the man in the family had been killed.
The kolkhoz demanded that my grandmother Arevhat, who was a
teacher, should do the weeding, pick tobacco leaves, and feed the
silkworm after the school lessons. Everyone was in the fields, in the
pastures. And in the evenings, they would knit socks for the soldiers
at the front.

The village of Khndzoresk', thousands of kilometers

away from the war, was no longer living its own life. The
slogans “Everything for the front”, “3a PoduHy” (“for the
Motherland” in Russian) drowned out the plight of orphans

and mothers who had lost their children.

The village was dominated by heavy silence and the horror of
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widowed women at the prospect of being shamed
for a random exchange of glances with a man from
under the headscarf.

They were comforted by letters with no return
address, posthumous certificates of honor.
Nobody had a heart for the orphans. A month
before the news of my grandfather’s death came,
they received his letter on the occasion of my
father's first school day. Eighty years later, we still
have the letter in which my grandfather, who was
a captain, urged his son to study well and love his
homeland.

My grandmother never cried because nobody
cared for the crying. Stalin's merciless character
had turned everyone's tears into stone.

There were few men left in the village. Those who
survived the war were driven to Siberia just a few
years after their return, their families were divided.
Still, love proved to be stronger, new children were
born, and the years stretched on until the nineties.
Then my grandmother died, away from her home,
because the war had already reached Khndzoresk.
There were very few people at her funeral. For
safety reasons, it was not allowed to gather in one
place. She died of a heart attack. According to
statistics, it is rare among women, but perhaps the
numbers do not take account of difficulties of life.

My mother was a communist, but she would curse Lenin,
saying, “Who was the enemy to raise a hand against
Armenians if Lenin had not divided Armenia?"
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This time the war® was very close to our house,
just a few hills away. Death news came every
single day from the battlefield, from the village,
from the neighboring village. My mother was
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making a mental note of her present and absent
students from different years.

The mourning of grieving mothers was drowned out by the
sounds of shelling. No one complained. It was a fight for
Artsakh, for the homeland, for home.

The village was filled with refugees from Baku,
Sumgait, regions of Nagorno-Karabakh. They were
barefoot, homeless, hungry, and tortured. It was
already winter. They were accommodated in the
building of the House of Culture of the village,
people were sleeping on the floor. Due to power
outages, irregular water supply, there were no
basic living conditions, no hygiene products were
available. Lice were torturing people. Then came
the order to vacate the building of the House of
Culture for the fighters of the self-defense units
from different towns and villages of Armenia,
who, exhausted and wounded due to combat
operations, would spend the night there from
time to time to have some rest. The residents of
the village gave shelter to the displaced persons
although they themselves were sheltered in the
basements. People had left their homes without
taking anything with them, some had lost their
relatives during the panicky escape, the sons or
husbands of some families had been killed on
the battlefield or in their own village. There was

a house where two or three widows or women
who had lost their children lived. They were
alone. There was no one to give them a hand,
because the newly independent state was not
standing on its feet yet®. The newly forming army?®
also depended on those who, having comforted
themselves in their grief, had got used to relying
on themselves only. The once golden wheat fields
of Khndzoresk had been turned to ashes. For
several months the harvester had not entered the

2nswiuutiphg. ninnwpnphl, wuwmndy, pwnguwo,
fungunuwiugyuwé: dtnuwdnun Ep wpnbu, upwug
wnbnwynpb Ehu ginwnp Jawlynyeh nw gEupnid,
dwpnhy punwd Ehu Awnwyhu: Zndbwpwhu
wugwwnncdubph, wulwunu gpwdwnmwlwpwpdwu
wwwnbwnny sywjhu YEugwnuwjhu nnwppwlwu
wwjdwuutn, Ghghbuhl wwpwaqwutp, nghip ppppncd
Ep Jwpnyuwug: 26nn Gpudwu Bnwiyd, np dawynyeh
nwu 2EUpU wqunbu 2wjwunwuh twppbp
puwlwywptphg Elwo hupuwww2nuwwuwywu
onjuunubph dwpwuhlubph Guwdwp, npnup
dwpuwlwu gnponnnejniuubphg Gjnoywo,
Jhpwynp, dwdwuwl wn dwdwuwl fwuguinh
Guidwp gh2bpnud Ehu wynunkn: ynnh puwyhsubpp,
suwjwo hpbup k| uynnubpnud Ehu ywwnuwwpdwo,
nbnwbwujwoubphu wwywuwnwu nykghu hptug
Gwnyh nwl: Uwpnhl éEnunctuwju Ehu | pbnt hpbug
puwywduwjpbpp, ndwup funcbwwwbwp thwhuntunh
wwhhu Ynpgpk Ehu Gwpwquunubppu, ndwug
punwuhpubph npnthubpp Ywd wdnupuubpp gnbdbl
Ephu dwpunwnwawnnud wd hpBug hul gyninnwd: Sniu
Yuwn, npinbn wwpnid Epu Epync-bEptp npnbynpnyu
Jud wyph Yuuwp: ‘upwup dEuwy Ehuy, aknp dElunn
syuwin, npngbEnle unpwulwhu ybwnyegniup nbnlw
snpbprewre? En pwyinud: 'unp-unp dlwdnnpynn pwuwyh®
Gnyup bwle upwup Epu, np hpBup hpBEug wunpbind
yhawp' undnp Epu Gnyuubpu hpkug pw nuk:
Fuuanptuyh' Eppbdup nuyEGwu gnpBup nuanbpp
Unfupwgt| Epu, pwuh wdhu nuawnbpp Yndpwiju sdnwy’
wudtpe GpEwnwynoncd Ehu, Yndpwjuwdwnp ki skp
duwghb| gynLnnud:

2uyhu ng dhewqguyhuutp, ns udwynpubn, dwpnhly
nwwywldbiny hptug ounnh dbg swipniuwyned Ehu
wuwwypub dEYyp djnLupu:

Cwuwn Ep Unin ywinbpwqup: Swiu pEdhul Ep Gwuk:

Uwpnluwug wuypbtguncd Ep Gwdwipp, np dh op yEpwnwnuwnt
Eu hptug pncu. wpnwp Zwnrwuwlhu Ehu uwwuncd:



fields since they were bombarded endlessly. Not
even a driver was left in the village.

There were no international organizations, no
volunteers. Coping with their own grief, people
continued to rely on each other.

The war was so close. It was at their doorstep.®

The belief that one day they would return to their homes
kept people alive. They were waiting for the righteous

Victory.

A

In the second year of the war, my mother was
diagnosed with cancer, and had to move to
Yerevan since there was no medicine or doctor
available. She made them install a telephone line
in our house in Yerevan. Months later, she could

no longer walk, so we extended the telephone

line until her bed, because, whenever telephone
communication with the village was possible,

she would call the mothers of her fallen students
and talk to them for hours. She used to tell them
stories from their daily student life, and quote from
books. She was a math teacher but was so good at
literature. She would recite poems for them.

One day she said she could no longer stay there. |
don't know if it was the feeling of imminent death
or the nostalgia. She returned to the village torn
from her wounds. Many of those mothers came
to visit her. Although we were supposed to inject
her with painkillers at specific hours of the day,
we were not allowed to disturb her during those
meetings. There was an impression that she
wanted to convey the last shreds of optimism to
the people alive.

The victory was close, the hail of shelling no longer
silenced the cries of mothers. Tears were no longer

Muunbpwqgdh Epypnpn nmwpnud Jwjpu pwnglbnny
Ghjwunwgwy, unhwywe Ep Epliwu imbnwithntuykby,
npnyAbinle ng ntnnpwye Yuwn, ng £ wqun pdhal;
2wdwpnjw uinhwtg, np Epliiwup dbp nmwup GEnwfunup
¢h¢ wuglwgubu: Udhuubp GEnn wylliu skp puyned,
GEnwfunup jwpp Epluwpwgphup dhusl Upw

wuynnhu, npnybbnle ywppbpwpwn, Gt qninh
Juwuwp skp punbwingnud, quiugnid Ep hp gnbjwo
wpwlbEpwubph Jwypbppu, dwdbpny fununwd: Yewpbn
Ep wwwndnwd Upwug wowlybEpunwwu wnopjwjhg,
dbopbpnidubp Ep wunwd gnpbphg, dwetdwnhlyw)h
nwuncggnthh En, pwyg thwyintu gpwlwunceiniu ghwinkn,
pwUuwuwinbnonieyniuubp Ep wpunwuwunwd upwug
Gudwip:

Uh op kL wuwg, np wyjlwa sh Yupnn duw): 2ghnbd’
dwhdwu uwnunfn.‘u En, rz}lguwnnmnz Ubpwnwnéwy
dtpptnhg pnppywd ginn’: ‘unuju wyn dwypbiphg
2wwnbpp Upwu nbunyejwu Ehu quihu, nL guwjwo
uwhbdwudwé dwdbph upwu gwdwgpynnubp Ehup
ubpwpynud, wyn Gwunhwnwdubph pupwgpnd
swhwnh fuwuguipthup, twwynpniegncu up, np
[ujwwnbunejwu yEpehu thanwpubpp nugnud Ep
thnfuwugb| wwypnnubphu:

2wnewuwlyp bwdwpjw dnun Ep, GpEnwynonLejwu
awjubpu wyl skhu fujwguncd dwypBpp nnpp:
LUwwwupubphg wquwywo wpgniupubpu wyliu
wpgbp sntukhy, nL gyninh gbpEqUwuwnmwu
wnwuujwy 2hphdubp opuppniu nnnndnd Epu Jwyptbph
wpgntupubpnd:

Eplwp nmwphubp GEwnn, YEpowwbu, huuundtugnpupu®
nuwpngnwd Ukpohu quiug wnnnubighu: Culytp Lhihyp
Guidwp wawlbpwubpp swnyEhuekp nunuipykghu:
Bwnyh, puntejwu uhpwbwp dwjpu wugud sopeybg:
"GUpp nbwh wwwp nupépws, bwghy ubih wuwg
wnwpbp...nL pJuwpytg gnbdwo® puwiuhg wykh hp
wowlbpwubph wuntuukpp. ..
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kept behind bars. Dozens of graves in the village
cemetery were flooded with mothers’ tears day
and night.

After many years, in 1994, they finally celebrated
the Last Bell (school graduation ceremony-Ed.) at
schools. The students sent flowers for Comrade
Lilik. My flower and nature loving mother did not
even turn around. With her face towards the wall,
she said in a barely audible voice: “Take it away”
and listed the names of more than twenty of her
fallen students...

However, after a few days, she listened to the tests
of the final grade math exam on the radio with
surprising enthusiasm, and, solving the two math
tasks with her dry, bony fingers, she said: "My
[students] would have done this too.”

A few days later, she passed away. More than the
pain, she left us her optimism, the will to love life,
rather than compete with it, the will to overcome
difficulties.

I took it with me as a dowry. When the Grad
rocket struck our house, my daughter was the
same age as my father when the Great Patriotic
War started.

She had only gone to school one day, and when
the day after the shelling men with files under
their arms came to measure the damage caused
by the Grad, my little daughter crawled through
them, through the broken glass, and, with her
injured hands, she picked up the primer she had
received the day before. She was so happy the
pages had remained intact.

Later, however, when we found a temporary
shelter in Yerevan, at the school where she

Uh pwuh op GEwnn, uwwju, qupdwuwih
fjuwunwywnniejwdp nwnhnny ubg wjwpuwywu
nwuwpwuh Jwrbdwwnhlwih puungejwu pbunbpp

W snpwgwd, nuypuwgwo Jwwnubpny nuoting
Gupgwebprbph Epyne nwppbpwlubpp wuwg' hdnup
EL Yanthu:

Opbp wug vw GEnwguwy Yjwuphg' gwiyhg wnwyb
dbq ennutind hp jwlwunbuncegniup, Yiuwuph GEn
ns et Upgbnt, wjp wju uhpbne, ndJwpnyejnuutpp
GwnewbwnbnL Yudpp:

Eu uwiju hué Gkwm odhwn tnwpw: ‘unyu twphubkppu,
Epp gpwnh wplu pulwy dbp nwl Jpw, wnghlu
unrju tnwphphu Ep, hug Gwjpu, Epp GwjpBuwywup
ujuybg:

‘Uw punwdbup &Y op Ep nwpng quwgty, L Epp
GpEunwynoniejwu Gwenpn opp, Enrwwwuwlutpp
releh nwly npwe nnwdwpnhl BYE(, swihnud Epu’
Guwzduplnt gpwnh™ Juwup, thnpphlu, upwug
wpwupubpny unnnuybny, thopdwé wwwyhutph
dhohg abnpbpu wpunwnbny guwy Uwhuopthu
unwgwo wjpptuwpuwup b nupwhuwgwy 2w, np
rtnpretnp sbU Juwuyby:

26wnin, uwlwyju, Epp dwdwuwlwynp wywunwu
guwup Epliwuncd, nupngnid, npuntn dh pwuh wdhu
ncunwdp wpniuwlbg, nLunigsnibpu erny| swhwnh nwn,
np bw bu ncuwuuwpdh nwuwpwuh wawybpnutph
GEwn’ wubny, et nn Eu nwuwpwuhg sku:

‘unju Epllwunwd Gwgh gh2tpdw GEpenwd wuswunpe
dh nuinhlywu whnh Ancphuluyny futhh dbgphu’ puiih
snubny kL, np Epbfuwh BU uywunwd, ncdwpnhy
LEpU hud Ehu gheb:

2wdwpjw Ghunitu nnwph wug wpnBu hd tinwjh nwwnp

Upwyh dbg funpnydnn pwnuwphg™ Uwdwy whinh gph
prwihwnwwu nwpdwd prnnwul nt wuh, pb «Gunbn
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continued her studies for several months, the
teacher would not allow her to be photographed
with the students of the class, saying that she did
not belong to that class.

In the same Yerevan, an unknown policeman
would hit me in the back with a truncheon,
ignoring the fact that | was expecting a child, for
which very reason people had allowed me to go
ahead of them in the line.

Almost fifty years later, my son's grandmother
would write a letter to her grandson, a rootless
wanderer, from the city engulfed in flames, saying:
“There is a lot of shooting here, be patient, peace
will come soon.”

At the same time, a very important official in the
same Yerevan would ask: “Do the Grad rockets
reach Goris too?"

And years later, in the churchyard of Goris, a singer
giving speeches about patriotism today would push
the child who was surprised to see a singer in real
life and say: “l hate these greedy people of Goris.”
Later she would go to the National Assembly to
show how concerned she was about Goris.

| was also one of those “greedy” people. | never
had the time to blame anyone for my unborn child,
because in order to live, | had to keep others alive,
continue to write articles about my recovering
country, my city, my village, teach my children to
pray in the evenings and silently pass to them

the most harmless infection in the world - the
optimism and will of my grandmother, my mother,
my mother-in-law. | had to be very careful not to
make a distinction between those who had fled
Baku, Sumgait, Artsakh and the locals, even in
everyday conversations.

2w Bu Ypwyned, dh phs £l Gwdpbpbp, 2nuinny
Yfuwnwnyp»:

‘unju wyn dwdwuwy uniju En Epllwuncd 2w uiplenp
dh wwwnuyw whwnh fwpguh’ «pwnp Snphu k| Ep
Guiuuncu»:

hul mwphubp wug 9nphup EYEnEgnL pwynid Euon
GuwpEuwuhpniejwu Jwuhu fwnbp wunn Epgsnithhu
whwnh atnpny Gpp YEunwiuh Bpghs inkuubnig
qundwgwé thnpphypu newup' qqyned BU Eu sinbu
gnphughutiphg: Zkwin hupp Yguw Uqguwjhu dnnnd, np
hpp Snphuh nwpnny ? nwwwldh:

‘uniju kn sinbuubphg dGlu, uwlwju, hd sgudwo
tpbluwgh Gwdwp shwugpbigh k| denuinpb nplk

dtyhu, npndbbEwnle wwypbnt Gwdwp whwnh dh phs £
wwptigubh Ynnphultphu, 2wpniuwyth unietp gpti
dtpwlwuguynn tplphu, pwnwphu, gininhu dwuhu,
EpbEYynjwu dwdbphu Bpbfubphu undnpbgubh wnnEeb nL
wudwju upwug thnfuwugbh w2fuwpbh wdbbwwuduwu
Jupwyny' vniwwnhu, Unpu, YEuniphu jwdwinbunipjudp
nL judpny: Cwun qgnrawynp whwnh |hukh, np bwulwne
wnopjw gnnygubph dbe wugwd wnwppbpwyncd

snubh Fwpdhg, Unwlquihrehg, Ungwiuhg dwquwnipg
thwhuwaubph nL nbnwghubph dholv:

tu kn dwdwuwl Yndniupu skh, puyg ns wgkphpu Ep
wuhénid, ng k) wuquwd' Inppwsndpu, nud bwgh fuwujweny
ocwnnLuwlnid™ Ehup bwdwly gpb nniuwg pwquwynppu™
dhwdhy Gwdwppwiny, b 6hdw ywpnw, Gpwdwu fypw ne
Yuwuh, & Ungwfup, npipbin np £, tpwipbp, pndbp 2wjwugwuhu:

Quuwjwo, Upgwfup dhawn Ep dbpp’ dinpned, upunned,
wwwndnrpjw, pwpnbqubph nwypwpubpnwd. nowju
wUpwagpdbg bwqupwynp dwpnywug wpjwu guny:
UEup pwpniuwltghup yepwunpngt dep wdbpdwe
wubpp, unpbpp Ywnnigdbghv, £ih Epbfuwubnp sudtghy,
tu k| wdkuhg wnwe hupu hua thpybne, Yiwupu
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| was not a communist, but | did not curse the Azeri, not
even Gorbachev, to whom, by virtue of being Armenian,
we continued to write letters, naively believing that the
“Russian king” would read them, issue an order to take
Artsakh and give it to Armenia.

2771

Artsakh was always ours - in our minds, hearts,
history, maps. And this fact was cemented at the
cost of the lives of thousands of people.

We continued to repair our destroyed houses,
new ones were built, more children were born,
and | became a mother again, above all, to save
myself, to be able to love life more and to live it.
All the same, we were so naive as to think that by
handing over our children’s future to the custody
of the world, we would ensure a life of peace for
them, and by donating the last penny to Artsakh,
it would finally be laid out in black and white that
Artsakh is Armenia, and that's it.

However, the end came earlier, in 2023, when |
did not favor or curse anyone, because | was too
obsessed with the idea that all difficulties had
been left behind, and | had dedicated myself to
changing the quality of life for myself and others.

My father was the same age as my grandchildren
when he received a letter from his father who
was later killed in war. My son was the same age
when he was left without toys after the shelling
of our house. For several years now, we have not
celebrated the birthdays of my seven-year-old
grandchildren, because all toasts are only about
patience, hope, and waiting.

Their mother, who is not even aware of stalinism,

hitlerism, leninism, gorbachevism and other -isms,
has to master a whole -ism of resistance, replacing

wdth nudtn uppbne nL puiund, wwpBne Gudwn
Unuhu dwjpwgw, pwyg dhliunyu £ gininwgh 2wdpnjh
wbtu dnwonwd Ehup, ot dbp EpbElubph wwywaqwu
w2tuwpbhu wwh nwind' upwug Gwdwp fuwnwn
Lywup Bup wuwywdhubin, YEpehu Ynuwblu Upgwtuhu
Udhpwpbptind, dtpewwtu, ulind uyhwnwyh Ypw
gpdbnLk, et Upgwtup 2wjwuwnwu E negbpe:

Ubpop, uwlwju, wykih 2nun Eywy' 2023"-hu, Bpp Gu
«ngdhwlwu» Eh neng deyphu skh wuphonwd, npnyGEunl
swihhg wdtih Eh twpdwé wiu dinpny, np wiugyuw
Jwuwwpjwy Bu pninp ndJwpnipniuutpp, W odwe kh
hu L djncuutiph Yywiuph npwilp thnfubiny:

Bhawn wju lnwphphu, Epp Gwjpu nwqUwbwwunnd
gnbywé Gnphg bwdwy Ep unnwuncd, ungju tmwphpht,
Epp npnhu dbp lwu GpEunwynéniegniuhg GEwnn wyliu
ng Uh fuwnuwihp sncukn, jne nwpblwlu prnnuhlubphu
ouncunu wpntu pwuh wnwph sEup ugned, npnybbnl
pninp YEuwgubpp dhwju Gwdpbptine, Gnyuh, uywubne
dwuhu Bu:

‘upwiug dwypp, np unwipuh, Ghutph, [Eupuh,
gnppwgnyutiph n £jh niph2 hqdbiph nbinu wugquid
sghuinh, unhwyywo £ tnwnhu, Unpu, hd, YEunLphu
thnfuwpbu nhdwnpnnuwuncejwu dh wdpnne hqu'
wughp wub| nL udwdnpwwup pllyuwyny wnubnniu
wugub], vwpnywug uhpwn nw, wspbpp yepowwtu
pwg wpwo w2fuwnbh nmwppbp wuyntuubphg Snphu
Guwuwd «yndnaubppy” wyl wubwuglb Juwgwasubphu
Guwuguh:

Fw)jg uw wpntu twp 2npny nLybpdhbing fuwpdtine
sh, npndbEnl dwpnlwug nlubgwo-sniubgwoubpp
punwdtup gnigwlubph wunlu-wqgwuntuubpu Bu
duwghy:

k[ wugqwd 3a PoduHy-u, 2unpebin. Gup-p™® puippdubp bu:



my grandmother, my mother, my mother-in-law
and myself. She has to go from house to house
wearing a volunteer’'s armband, in order to give

people heart, to deliver the “pomosh” (the Russian

word for aid — Ed.) to those who have reached

Goris, the aid from different countries of the world

who have finally opened their eyes.

But this time people are not fooled with warm
clothes and vermicelli, since the only thing they

are left with are their names and surnames on the

lists.

Even the slogans “For the Motherland” and “We will win”

arouse nothing but disgust.

What we have in front of our eyes is not the vision

of the death of the homeland, but the funeral
procession with endless migrants, starving
children jumping off the bodies of trucks, elderly
people looking for a place to take a pee after the

tiring journey.

And there is no end in sight. There is no end to war.

"Khndzoresk, a village in Goris

community of Syunik Province, Armenia,

near the line of contact between
Armenia and Azerbaijan.

2The annexation of Artsakh to Soviet
Azerbaijan, a political process that took
place in July 1921.

3This refers to the first Artsakh war in
1989-1993.

A

“Was learning to take its first steps.

*During that period, the National Army
was formed in Armenia.

5During the Artsakh war, Goris and the
villages were also shelled.
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LYuwibwyp puwiuwlnud. nEpkp L
wijuljwhpukp’

Utnpuwjh nhulncpu J&pincénepyniun’ Bphupppul Uninjwup
2tnpuwlubnp’ Uwphwd tuwjweywu, vdwpn Uwpgqupjwu
fudpwahpp' Upthh Uwuncuywu

An integral part of the discussions about women's involvement in
the military is understanding their roles within it. These discussions
had become even more actual in the aftermath of the Second
Karabakh War, when more intensive engagement of women in the
military became a hot topic. In June 2023, the National Assembly of
Armenia adopted amendments to the Law on Military Service and
Status of the Military Serviceman and the Law on Defense. These
amendments aimed to introduce a voluntary, mandatory military
service system for female citizens.? The amendments enable female
citizens of Armenia aged between 18-27 to voluntarily apply for a
6-month mandatory military service. These drafted females would
be dislocated at a military training station for 6 months without
participating in a draw and their entire service will be organized

in that one military training station. Upon submission of a military
service draft application, the women can withdraw from mandatory
military service before the final draft date, if they wish so.

Given the context, it is important to think about the role of women
in the army and the expectations that come from that role. There
are stereotypical and masculinist notions about the role of women
in the army and other military institutions within Armenian culture,
which are further legitimized by the media.

To put these in perspective, let’s examine public TV program
“Zinuzh” (in Armenian «2hunLd», which means “Armed
Forces”)? which airs on Public TV 1. Episodes featuring
women in the military encourage them to enlist in the
army by highlighting their personal stories including

L4

Nuwguwlwu gnpond juuwug ubpgpuwddwu nhulnipuh wupwdwu dwu
E ninpunnud upwiug nbph puuwpynwp: Uwuuwynpwwbu, jwuwug nkph
dwupu funuwygnreyniuubpp wybh wynnoiwjwgbp Bu Ywpwpwnwu
Epypnpn wwnbpwqdhg G6nn, Bpp pulwplydwu nwon dunwy juwuwug
nwquulwu ninpuninud wnwyb] wynpy ubpgpwybine Gwpgp: 2023
rulwuh Gniuhupu 22 Uggquwjhu dnnndu punniubkg bwnwdwpneejwu
ubEpywjwgpweo «2hudnpuljuwu swnwjniejwu b ghudwnwjnnh
Yuwpgqwyhtwlh dwupu» optupned thnithnfunyeynduubp b jpugnudubp
Juuwwpbne dwupu b «Nwpnwwunipjwu Jwuhu» opBupnud (pugnudubp
Juwuwnwpbne Jwupu optupubph bwiuwgsbph hwebep, Awdwéwju npp'
ubpnnpynud £ hqulwu ubnh punwpwghubph' udwynp Ghdniupubpny
wwpuwnhp ghudnpulywu swnwjncejwu Gwdwlwnpg? Cun bwfuwgoh'
18-27 mwpbklwu hqulwu ubnh 2Z pwnwpwghubpp Ywpnn Bu
ubpyuwjwgub) nhdnuwiubp' wugubne ghudnpuljwu swnwjnieyniu kg
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their motivations and challenges, family life, experiences,
interactions with fellow servicemen, and issues related to
hierarchy and equality.

It is also important to note that women are often
assigned the role of maintaining the vigilance and
discipline of their male counterparts in the army.

“In every way, female military service members
are on par with their male counterparts, as we are
all equal. We undergo physical training under the
same conditions, participate in shooting training
on equal terms and receive combat training with
no difference in standards.”

An additional emphasis given to the context

of service in the army is women'’s educational
accomplishments with excellence, the struggle
they have fought for the right to be enrolled in
the army. Often, women’s enrolment in the army
is attributed a certain layer of exceptionalism and
unigueness in order to broaden public approval.
Women are described - and sometimes describe
themselves - as “unusual’, “unique’, or outside the
social norms typically associated with women.

[Female soldier] “So that they [men] too get to
know, see and, | don't know, fear. They will perhaps
feel bad that a woman is defending their border.

[Journalist] But not an ordinary woman.

[Female soldier] Yeah, | agree, not an ordinary one.”®

The fact that women exist in the military constantly needs
justifications and “proofs.” As masculine characteristics
are more valued in society, so women in a patriarchal
system must continuously prove their importance, for
example, to serve as equals to men.
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In this context, women'’s participation in military
exercises is interpreted as commitment and
consistency, as well as responsible involvement. It
is also important to note that women are assigned
the role of ensuring the vigilance of men in the
army.

"The borders of our country must be defended,

be it by a woman or a man. There are stereotypes,
| have not encountered them, but I am trying to
break them. Service is equal for all of us. There is
no difference in my staff, we all perform the same
service. | think that women should serve, because
next to a man, when a woman serves, servicemen
approach every issue more responsibly, are more
alert and disciplined.” ¢

The role of women in the military is to be a supporter-
encourager of men, male soldiers and officers. This was
the position of women who studied war and peace in the
20th century: “During the war, the woman should serve the
agenda of the war” (Khalatyan, 2022).

The woman came to fill the vacant roles in the
male-centered system. Notions of masculinity,
specifically the perception of the woman'’s role as
a supporter in the male-dominated field of warfare,
are often formulated and reproduced by female
soldiers as something given.

“We stand behind the boys and should always be
standing. We should be able to remain present
there, do our best to help with everything, even if
it's the smallest, with first aid.”

“Now, more than ever, women’s presence is not
only necessary, but also encouraging.”’

Various TV programs dedicated to the holidays
of March 8 and April 7 feature scenes of female
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soldiers receiving flowers, praised for their
“special” role of being by the side of men. Within
the limits of this predetermined role, nonetheless,
female soldiers make significant efforts to become
acknowledged without any claims, however, for
equality.

Only in rare cases do we see the media featuring
female soldiers who criticize the army or raise one
or the other issue.

“First, you have to be acknowledged by the
soldiers as a commander, then by your colleagues
—the other officers and especially by your
supervisor that you are an officer and not simply
awoman. ... The simplest example would be when
at any moment there was a need for replacement
of the company commander, the priority was
given not to the first platoon commander and
then the second and so on, as was prescribed

by the rules, but to any man. If all the men were
on a holiday or away on assignment, only in that
case would | become in charge of the command
for the company. | won't be modest, but they
would not take into account the many years of
my experience and the amount of training | had
received (in various countries), which were not
only sufficient but in certain cases excelled of
the others, but when they needed to choose by
comparing and selecting someone, they would
select a male.”®

The coverages by the “Zinuzh" TV program never
mention the systemic discrimination against
women and the challenges they face, but the
cultural codes that are presented in these reports
suggest their inevitable presence. A more
detailed description of discriminatory treatment
and systemic issues is provided in the Special
Report of the Human Rights Defender’s Office of
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Armenia®, which refer to the obstacles to women'’s
advancement in the military, obtaining officer
rank, presenting themselves in high positions,
stereotypical attitudes of society, military uniform,
etc.

In the dominant patriarchal culture, women
themselves often reproduce male-created,
stereotypical understandings of women in the
military, distinguishing, for example, feminine and
non-feminine military professions, a women'’s role
as a man's inspiration and comforter, etc.

“I think that there are certain military professions
that are not so suitable and not so convenient

for a girl, that's why | chose air defense. Under my
supervision, | am going to have men too. | think it
will be easy to work with them because in these
past four years, | have gained experience, and |
got to know men with various personalities. There
were not many obstacles during the study, some
issues were overcome with the help of cadet boys,
who always kept us in the center of their attention.
The boys make us remain, so-called, subtle and
not lose our femininity.”

Societal expectations of women, including
those engaged in the military, are framed by the
societal roles prescribed to them: in the family as
a mother, wife, sister, in charge of child rearing,
supporter of the man, who is the defender of

the homeland. When speaking about women

in the military, the following descriptions are
used: “female military serviceperson,” “army
representatives of the beautiful gender”,
“Armenian woman,” “female Armenian,”
condensing the elements of the national and the
pathetic.

“A mother, a wife, a daughter and even a defender
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of the homeland: in all the roles assigned to her,
the Armenian woman is always in her positions of
the guardian and protector, the Armenian woman
is an absolute embodiment of unbetraying love
and unrepentant devotion. She is the carrier and
emissary of the national type. On the days of
national struggle too, women were there where
they were most needed. They were by the side

of the defenders of the homeland. The Armenian
woman is a mother who evokes struggle to her
only one, she is a woman who, with her heart
beating in beats of hope, weaves her love and
blessing in the fibers of camouflage nets to reach
the frontline and protect her most precious one.
An Armenian woman is a woman who would pray
day and night for the victorious return of her
brother, husband, beloved man, son. And yes,
they are women, who have been carrying out
their professional and service duty alongside the
defenders of homeland, wearing their uniforms
in the battlefield, stationed in surgical cabins of
bunkers and on the home front."

Women who are involved in the military are portrayed in the
media as exceptionally selfless individuals, because they
prioritize national interest over family life.

274

Comparisons between the institutions of the
family and the army are common in discourse
around women in the military. Women become
unique when, in addition to their social roles of a
wife and mother, they also take on the “patriotic”
task of serving in the army.

“..a group of courageous, brave and patriotic

Armenian women who died in the battles of the
44-day and September wars did not spare even
their lives, they placed the homeland over their
personal happiness and family and fought until
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their last breath and defended their entrusted
combat positions." ™

Being a soldier, however, places additional social
responsibilities and roles for women, it cannot replace or
jeopardize the “domestic” role of women. Women must
demonstrate their ability to express masculinity without
trespassing dominant societal and cultural perceptions
of femininity. Domestic duties continue to hang over the
shoulders of these women.

“For a woman, service is always difficult, because
besides the service, they have to serve at home
too. In any case, women overcome these issues.
Defending the homeland is the sacred duty of
each of us."®

In such examples, we see how the conservative
discourse of the social role of a woman comes
into interaction with the seemingly progressive
discourse of advancing the engagement of women
in the military.

The role of serving the family, however, is not lifted off her
shoulders, to that is added the “opportunity” to serve the
homeland.

At the same time, there is a need to relate the two.

“On one side of the scale is the family and
children, on the other side —the noble idea of
protecting the homeland. Combining the two and
overcoming the difficulties ... "

“A woman can act as a deterrent in the army, she
can create an environment of motherly love and
warmth. | want to wish women to be more resilient
and patient, because in their case, it seems they
have two fronts. | used to say, after 6 pm. | am
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going to my other army, because my other fight is
in the family with children, husband, chores.” ™

Thus, women'’s assumption of this or that role in the
military is framed by the perceptions and expectations
of men. In a broad sense, at the core is the replication of
domestic “feminine” functions in the army.
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The dominant understanding is that women
should serve in the army, however they should
not occupy a significant position in the decision-
making hierarchy, they should not forget about
their “feminine” social roles of serving the family
and raising masculine boys.
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Redefining Women's Safety Through

Empowerment Self-Defense
Gohar Khachatryan’

LYuwbwug wujwbinynLejnLiu
hupuwuu2nuuuniejniuu k

Qnbwp vwswgppjwl’

In August of 2023, | spent a month in Gyumri teaching 120 girls

and women? how to protect themselves emotionally, verbally, and
physically. Nina Roma Agvanian, a dear friend and IMPACT Personal
Safety? instructor with seven years of experience under her belt,
joined me as co-trainer. The goals of the Empowerment Self-Defense
(ESD)* training were to provide individuals with the skills and
knowledge to protect themselves in dangerous situations, to help
them build self-confidence and self-esteem, and to empower them
to assert their personal boundaries.

A few days before the training, | was buying supplies at

a sporting goods store at the Petak shopping market in
Yerevan. A man in his fifties, who was in charge of the store,
was curious as to why | needed a pair of kicking shields.
When | explained to him what | did, he responded matter-
of-factly, “Women don't need self-defense. Teach them
something good instead.”

| looked around and locked eyes with the only other woman in the
store. She gave me a nod of encouragement.

It's hardly surprising that male and female opinions concerning
women's self-defense differ. When it comes to gender-based
violence, it's often said that women and men live in different worlds.
This sentiment is perhaps best encapsulated in a quote by award-
winning Canadian poet and novelist Margaret Atwood: “Men are
afraid that women will laugh at them. Women are afraid that men
will kill them.”
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Over the last few years, I've become accustomed to
receiving all kinds of reactions from my male friends when
| tell them | am a self-defense instructor. One of the most
common responses is, “Oh, | should be careful around you

then.”

While it is meant as a joke, it implies that | might
just start beating up men over a misunderstanding
and that | must not be intelligent or rational
enough to apply my self-defense skills judiciously.

Another common retort | hear is, “That's fine and
well, but if you're attacked by a larger and stronger
male, you won't be able to protect yourself.” While
this kind of thinking is common, it's actually not
true.

There is a large body of research that supports the idea
that most women resist when they are being assaulted and
that their resistance is frequently successful.
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| clearly remember an incident in which a grown
man, who was harassing me on a deserted shore
of Lake Sevan, ran to his car and drove away when
| went into fight mode.

Another misconception is that resistance during
sexual assault will increase the risk of injury. While
there is an association between resistance and
injury, research has found that women usually

get hurt before they even start resisting. So, it's
not that they get hurt because they fight back;
they fight back because they're already hurt. More
importantly, according to research conducted by
Jocelyn A. Hollander, most self-defense tactics
reduce the chance of injury, as compared to non-
resistance.
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Despite this, many women are reluctant to put up a fight
because they believe it will be utterly useless, dangerous,
and possibly fatal, and herein lies the problem.

Self-defense advocate and instructor Ellen
Snortland writes about the “it’s impossible”
mindset in her book Beauty Bites Beast. "As a
human being, if we decide that something is
impossible, we simply won't pursue it.”

Likewise, psychologist Albert Bandura's research
and theory on the effects of self-efficacy suggest
that women's beliefs about their abilities to
defend themselves in situations of rape may be
more important than their actual abilities to do so.
In the introduction to her book, Ellen Snortland
poses a question: “"How come the females of every
other species on the planet are fierce, regardless
of size, and are the ones to train their offspring,
male and female, in defense and hunting?

How come most women wouldn't ever think of
themselves as potentially dangerous toward an
assailant?”

As a self-defense instructor, my biggest challenge is
overwriting the social and cultural programming, so that
women begin to see themselves as “potentially dangerous.”
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This social conditioning shows up during training
in perceptions like: “l am not strong,” “l cannot
kick,” and “I cannot yell.” For instance, we had
one participant who simply couldn't strike the
shield with her palm. Physically, she was perfectly
capable of extending her arm and performing the
strike, but she eventually admitted that the deeply
rooted gender norms about women and “lady-like”
behavior prevented her from doing so.
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While what is considered “feminine” may vary from
culture to culture, in most countries, including
Armenia, being female means being quiet,

sweet, caring, pretty, and dependent. Our society
relegates the protection of girls and women to the
men in their lives. At an early age, our fathers and
brothers take the role of the protector, and later
it's our partners and husbands. As a result, girls
and women are conditioned to take on the passive
role of "damsel-in-distress,” striving to reach the
ideal of society's accepted “feminine” behavior. As
a society, we're doing a disservice to our women,
when we rob them of a chance to discover their
agency and power. Through our training, we try to
challenge this social conditioning.

Discussing statistics related to violence against
women was also an important part of the ESD
training. For instance, participants learned how

in the majority of cases, sexual assault doesn't
come from a stranger (as we're led to believe) but
from the very people who are supposed to protect
us: our family members, colleagues, friends, and
neighbors. Instead of teaching our girls the basics
of self-defense, our society tells them to restrict
their lives. And, when a woman is assaulted, we
blame her for putting herself in that situation.

In her song Fire Drills,® Dessa addresses the
challenges of being a woman in a society where
you're expected to live a life of vigilance. “That's
not a way to live/ That can't be what a woman is/
That gives her nothing to aspire to/ What that is, is
just alife of running fire drills”.

In her conversation with NPR,5 the American
rapper, singer, and writer discussed the
motivations behind the song: “In the interest of
keeping themselves safe, women are discouraged
from participating in vast swaths of human
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experience. We're advised to travel in the daylight,
in groups, and on familiar roads. But wandering
lost alone has value, man. And getting home
before dark every night means you miss all the
fireworks. Asking women to live smaller lives is
not an acceptable solution to the problem of a
dangerous world.”

The ESD training recognizes that women can
improve the safety and quality of their lives
without detracting from their freedom. During
the training, we talked about how size is only
one factor when it comes to fighting. The “size
of the fight in us,” or the fierceness we bring

to the resistance, is another — a statistically
average woman is capable of breaking a man’s
knee with a single leg kick. We talked extensively
about vulnerable parts of the body, the timing of
the strike, and the element of surprise; and we
practiced, practiced, practiced.

We also talked about our right to defend our
bodies.

We talked about being worth defending.
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Usually, when somebody is hurting us, we often
choose to ignore it. We try not to make a scene.
However, if someone tries to hurt the people

we love, we turn into warriors. We are quick to
interfere. We are loud, unapologetic, and fierce.
This so-called “mama bear effect” is often used
during ESD training to help girls and women tap
into their power. Among our training participants,
we had a 16-year-old girl and her mother. “Imagine
somebody is trying to hurt your daughter and now
deliver the strike,” | told the mom. “Now, | want you
to fight with the same force for yourself.”

One of my favorite things to observe during the
training is the transformation that participants
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go through, over just one week. They start with
awkward kicks and strikes but as they progress,
their movements become confident and strong.
More importantly, they begin to believe in their
ability and their right to protect themselves.
During one of our sessions, a participant shared a
story about a time she successfully freed her hand
from the grasp of a male colleague: “First, | told
him to let go of my hand. He didn't listen, so | used
the hand-releasing technique we practiced here.
And it worked. It really worked.”

A huge part of the training is learning about healthy
boundaries, effective communication, and body language.
We talked about why it's hard for most women to say

“no.” We tried to unlearn years of social conditioning in
which we've been taught to be nice and put the needs of
others before our own. When we worry about hurting other
people’s feelings, instead of listening to our intuition, we
second-guess ourselves. We give others the benefit of the
doubt when we really should be speaking up.

One of the most impactful parts of the training
was when we talked about choice. The ESD
training is about giving participants various self-
defense tools, but at the end of the day, they are
the ones who will choose what tools they want to
use. You can look at the situation and decide not
to do anything at all, this is also a choice. | made
sure to emphasize this to all the participants.

Six months after the training ended, | had a
chance to meet with a small group of girls who
had participated. | wanted to see if they were able
to retain and use any of the skills they acquired
at the training. And | wanted to see if the training
had changed how they moved through the world
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—if they carried their bodies differently, or if they
were less apologetic and more confident in their
everyday lives.

The following are some of their testimonials:

I notice | speak up more. Before, | was even scared
of expressing my opinion. Now | feel comfortable
sharing my thoughts, even when it's different from
what others think.

-S., 17 y.o.

I blocked a number on my phone, just like we
talked about in our class. This is something |
would never do before. | would feel like | had to
answer the phone, even when | didnt want to.

-K., 18 y.o.

| study at a music college and | play kanun. Before,
| was afraid of performing on stage in front of a
live audience. After the training, | hold my body
straight when [ play. Other students have come up
to me and commented on how confident | look. We
had a concert recently and | don’t want to brag,
but everybody was impressed by my performance.
Now I'm confident that | can make playing kanun
my career.

-A., 21y.o.

Some of my classmates often skip classes, and
they constantly want to borrow my lecture notes.
In the past, | always said yes. Now, if | need my
notes for myself, | refuse to give them to others.
It feels really good to focus on my studies and
myself.

-E., 21y.o.
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I was on a minibus with my sister when I noticed
an older man was taking every opportunity to get
closer and rub his body on younger girls. | guided
my sister to the back of the minibus and | told
the man not to come any closer. He looked at me
surprised and didn’t approach us. My sister, who
didn't notice what was happening, chided me,
saying | didn't need to raise my voice. | felt bad

at that moment, but as | thought more about it, |
knew in my bones I had done the right thing.

-A., 19y.0.

During the training, we learned how to avoid a
hug. I used this technique when a person | didn’t
like wanted to hug me. It worked perfectly.

-E., 17y.0.

Before, when people were mean to me, | would get
emotional and start crying immediately. | couldn't
even talk to them at the moment. So, | would go
home and write my response on a piece of paper
and burn it. Now, | take a few deep breaths and
speak my mind. Even when | raise my voice, | stay
calm, and | don't even shed a single tear.

-S., 17 y.o.

I had a habit of holding all my emotions inside and
never asking for help. There was one particular
situation when a guy was following me around for
days, and | was very scared. | remember we spoke
about the importance of telling our stories during
the training, and so I told my parents about him. It
felt so good to not have to deal with it on my own.

-M., 16 y.o.
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'Gohar Khachatryan is a Level 2 ESD
Instructor from Armenia. She has
conducted ESD training courses since
June 2022. To learn more about ESD Self-
defense and upcoming trainings, please
visit www.esdglobalselfdefense.org

2Note: Throughout the article, the terms
“girls/women” are used to include people
who identify as girls/women, as well
individuals who were socialized as girls/
women. Likewise, the terms “men” are
used to include people who identify as
men, as well as individuals who were
socialized as men.
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3https://www.impactpersonalsafety.
com

4 https://www.esdglobalselfdefense.org/

SFire Drills: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=L-AWAhledT8

5Dessa Extols The Virtues Of Wandering
And Getting Lost On ‘Fire Drills": https://
www.npr.org/2018/07/12/628353209/
dessa-extols-the-virtues-of-wandering-
and-getting-lost-on-fire-drills
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